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IN TRODUCTION. 


DITW 51449: 77 


D 10 29 
A "OE as. a made its 

appearance. in public, i it was my 
intention to attempt the refutation 
a ſyſtem, which chreatened to prove 
as inimical to the peace of ſociety, as 
oppoſite to the purity of the goſpel. 
A long ſtate of ill health prevented 
me from making the 7 7 1 hoped; 
5 but ; as ſoon as f wa able, I reſumed 
the task, and endeavoured to procure 
an antidote for the impiety and im- 
purity, which this book  leemed'y well 
calculated to promate,.. 
With this view, I have anew con- 
. with my belt attention,” che 


111 dracles 


(iv ) 
oraeles of God, and hope that the fol- 


lowing pages, deſigned pe to vin- 


dicate truth, and to conſute error, will 


contain nothing contrary to the ſpirit 


and temper becoming a miniſter of 


CarisT, and that the arguments here 
produced will be fairly drawn from 
the grand treaſury of divine wiſdom 
and knowledge, TE BizLs. 

I ſhall make no parade of erudition, 
nor affect ſuch a Heer skill in lan- 
guages as I am conſcious I poſſeſs not. 
The meaſure of knowledge, natural 
or improved, which Gop has given 
me, I wiſh to employ for his glory; 
acknowledging myſelf much inferior 
to many who have gone before me; 
and preſuming not to place myſelf, 
in the ter, of critical acumen, in 
the rank with multitudes of my co- 


temporaries. 


Nor do I affect a claim 17 merle 
piety and veneration for the holy law 


Is Gov. IT bleſs his name for that 
love of the truth, and obedience to his 


will, 


6 
will, which he has youchſafed me 
praying daily, that the meaſure of both 
may be increaſed, and rejoicing in the 
ſuperior gifts and aces of many of 
my brethren around me. 

As to wit, I pretend not to any 
rivalſhip with the author; nor were I 
poſſeſſed of it, ſhould I ſuppoſe, in a 
matter of ſuch importance, that it 
would find a proper place. The 
ſubject appears too ſerious to ad- 
mit the ſallies of humour; and the 
mind, inſtead of being diverted witn 
a laugh at Whittington and his cat, 
and the like entertaining ſtories, ' 
ſhould rather be ſolemnized with 

the arguments of truth and ſoberneſs. 
But what ſhall I ſay to the inſinu- 
ations, that if this polygamous ſcheme 
be exploded, our Loxp muſt be a 
baſtard, and an impoſtor, like Maho- 
met, with others of the ſame ſtamp? 
they may, indeed excite the joy and 
triumph of the infidel and the pro- 
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a 
phane; but muſt offen ſively ſhock the 


ears of every real chriſtian. How in- 


| devout, not to uſe a harſher expreſſion, 


how unbecoming apprehenſions muſt 
the author entertain of the awful my- 
ſtery of Gop incarnate || Was his na- 
ture leis pure, or his humanity leſs 


perſect becauſe he deſcended from her 


who had been the wife of Uriah, or 
the inceſtuous daughter-in-law of Ju- 
As for the zealous chriſtian poly- 
gamiſts of Congo, of whom, I own, 
1 neyer before had the pleaſure of 
hearing, and hope I may doubt both 
their zeal and real chriſtianity, with- 


- out being charged with uncharitable- 
neſs, I would adviſe the author and 


his aflociates to join fo pure and holy 


a body, where the indulgencies they 


plead for will meer with 1.6 obſtacles, | 


apptehending, that the legiſlature will 


ſcarcely, at leaſt not ſpeedily, be diſ- 
9 to admit the modeſt requeſt of 


4 Thelyphthora, and that many incon- 


veniences 


feſſes for the holy law of Gap, is well 


( wi ) 


veniences may ariſe o them ſrom in- 
dulging the practice, without being 
authorized by law. Their brethren 
in the ſouth "will no doubt receive 
them gladly, and honour their (Ye 
mony for the truth, | | | 
The high reſpect and n 
which the . * Thely phthora pro 


calculated to engage the favour of his 
readers, and to-open their minds to a 

readier reception 45 his ſentiments, 
pretended to be derived from this 


ſource. But let it be remembered, 
that this is nothing new; every. inno- 


vator has aſſumed the Ge diſguile ; 


ſo that it bath been truly ſaid, | 


T. n Domini nomine incipir omne malum. 


There never was an opinion broached 
by any, heretic, however prophane, 
horrible or impure, but the ſcriptures 
have been tortured to defend it, and 
veneration for their authority pretend 


* And where 1 biaſſes the 


4 judgment, 7 
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( wit ) 


Judgment, many too readily admit the 


lie. which pleaſes and favours the in- 
dulgence of appetite, | 

It appears, I own, to me, conſider- 
ing the author, and I am not ſingular 
in the opinion, that the preſent is one 


of the moſt dangerous attacks on the 


religion of the Son of Gop which 


this age hath produced: moſt calcu- 


lated to harden the minds of infidels, 
and confirm their prejudices againſt 


divine revelation';— tending direct- 


ly to looſen the reſtraints of purity 


in the conſciences of thoſe who pro- 
feſs to be guided by ſcripture au- 
thority; and 'to embolden them in 
the practice of ſenſuality, under an 
1magined ſanction of the law of Gop. 
It ſuggeſts new arguments to the li- 
berrine, notwithſtanding the ſeverities 


recommended; and evidently tends 
in the feebler ſex to leſſen the influ- 
ence of conſcience, and filence the 
pleadings of virtue, againſt the vio- 
Hence of natural paſſion, or perſuaſive 


ſeduction. 


any ſcriptural foundation. 


(ix) 

ſeduction. To pretend that ſuch. a 
2 will be the moſt effectual means 
to promote purity. according to. the 
chriſtian plan, and that the rejection 
of it is the great bar in the way of 
ſpreading the goſpel in its power and 
efficacy, ſo far from being conſidered 
as the diate of piety, or the produce 


of a ſuperior underſtanding: in the 


ſcriptures, beſpeaks rather the reveries 
of a diſordered: head, or the more pi- 
tiable deluſions of a diſordered heart. 

It would be as tedious in a reply, 


mY it is in the treatiſe itſelf, if we fol- 
| lowed the author. through 


endleſs. re- 
petitions. It will be ſufficient if the 


leading aſſe rtions are refuted, and the 


grand arguments proved deſtitute of 

Inſtead of acceding to, our author! 8 
maxim, that what he finds not under 
the law, he ſhall not admit under the 


| goſpel diſpenſation, I ſhould rather 


reyerſe the eee pad conchuls, | 


* 
that what we find not in the goſpel, 
was local and peculiar under the law, 
given for particular purpoſes, and in 
no wiſe binding on the preſehe chen 
„ 
Onder the goſpel appenfitiob; 1 
will venture confidently to affirm, that 
Nah is no whete to be found, 
either in precept or practice; not 
will it, 1 Rot receive any ſubſtantial 
from the miſtakes of early ages, 
or the regulations of Moſes defigned to 
correct ſome of the evils neceſfarily 
ariſing from it to ſociety. My appeal 
ſhall be to the ſcriptures; and 1 am 
content to ſubmit them to the 'confi- 
deration of every man who defires 1 to 
know and obey the truth. 8 
With regard to'a variety of matter | 
foreign to the principal ſubject, I mean 
not to enter into it. he pillars of 
thebuilding being proved deſtitute for 
foundation, the eeuc totters 
of courſe,” If tlie practice of Poly- 
gamy under the New Teſtament is not 
only 


(* 

only unknown, but inadmiſſible; if 
mere carnal knowledge never of itſelf 
conſtituted marriage, and without it 
marriage was valid; it ſo far from 
contributing to the purity ot mankind, 
the very reverſe hath been the caſe, 
wherever this practice prevailed ;— 
the bleſſings of Polygamy will chen 
be found fictitious; and the only h 

of chriſtian purity and domeſtic hap- 
pinels be ſeen to ariſe from the divine 
inſtitution of marriage, where two, 
who are joined to the Loxb in one 


ſpirit, become lawfully united t to ** 
other as one fleſh. 
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NEW TESTAMENT. | 


N creating the fubjeft of his I 
ſhall begin with the goſpel of dur God 
and Saviour, where he Who ſpate like as 
never man ſpake, is pleaſed to interpret fully * 
his own divine mind and will, in Ries em. 
ment on the law which was oa * Moſes. 
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MA 1E v. e L : 4 
„ Ye have heard that it was ſaid by thei Bt 


# old time, thou nnn 


: WF 10 14 


1 


68 


„en a woman to. luſt after her, hath com- 
2 mitted adultery with her already in his 
heart. And if thy right eye offend thee 
” pluck it out, and caſtit from thee ; for it is 
profitable for thee that one of thy members 

5 ſhogld/periſh, and not that th whole body 
* ſhould be caſt into hell. And if thy right 
* hand offend thee, cut it off, and "aſt it 
from thee ; for it is profitable for thee that 
one of thy members ſhould periſh, and not 
* that thy whole body ſhould be caſt into 
hell. It hath been fad, whoſoever ſhall put 
„away his wife, let him give her a writing 
* of divorcement. But I fay unto you, that 
_ «whoſoever ſhall put away his wife, ſaving 
. * for the cauſe of fornication, cauſeth her to 
1 commit adultery: and whoſoever ſhall marry 


= | ie daa adaltery,” 
A —_* 1 beg a ſerious conſideration of this divine 
F- + interprezaion of the law of- -marriage. | 
3 2 | IP loſeur. is furely the mot general term 
7 1 which can be uſed, and equally comprehends 


married and ſingle. #oman is alſo univerſal. 
| The former is uo more appropriate to a ſingle 
1 e the lauer ee Woman, 


5 


1 g 
= L * - ' 


kde nom. DE Bon t - M8. 8. . 


» ſhall a man leave father and" werter, and 


_ * twain, but one fleſh. What therefore God 


unto them, Moſes, pre oe? He 


ning 350 20017 on 0 ; paving N - 


. 32. tanks fotriichtion/ und adultery 
in the fame ſcale, or db yndnimous terns. 
Conenpiſcenct, out of che orflinance/of tliar- 
riage, 6dgh only in heart, whether Uf a 


married, or untmarvied' man, 2 
woman, married or * is a trafiſgteffton 


of the law. 
+ {+ ie ein öh M 


112 


* Sind 64. N d Ho eamptos. 


NM ru AI - baſin 


ehe Phariſees | alſo came untò Min, 
* tempring bim, and ſayitig urto hf, 1. ft 


5/20 * lawfol for a man to put away his wifeftt 


7 cauſe? And he anſwered and ſaid 
* unto them, have ye notreat that He which 
„made them at the beginning, male them 
male aid female? Aga Fo this dauſe 


„ cleave tohis wife; and they twain ſhall be 
» one fleſh. Wherefote they ate ud more 


* hath joined together, let not man puts aſun- 
«der. They ſay unto nim, why: Nn ö 
then command to give a writin 

votcement, and to put her away ?. 15 


» of your hearts, ſuffered you to Porn 
# your 


(4) 


wives ; but from the beginning it was 
not ſo. And I ſay unto. you, Whoſoever 
fall put away his wife, except it be for the 
cauſe of fornication, and ſhall marry ano- + 
ther,  committeth adultery: and. whoſo 
marrieth her whichi is put . doth com- 
mit adultery.” | 


| Whoever conſiders without prejudice the 
ſenſe of this ſcripture, muſt obſerve an utter 
condemnation of the law of divorce, ad- 
mitted under the Moſaical diſpenſation, be- 
can ſe of the hardneſs of their hearts, and too 
often, no doubt, n to the 1 injury 
POW wives. Bp 


1. Our Lonp refers them ver. a. to the 
original law of marriage, when Gop united 
one male to one female. The command was 
given to Adam, increaſe and multiply, not 
by polygamy, but by Eve, the alone help- 
mate provided, e to be the mother of 


all living. 


18 3 4 1 
2. Ver. 5 demonſtrates that one woman 
only, was or could be intended, for whom 


the man was to quit father and mother, and 
they twain, or os qe ſhall be one fleſh. 


097 ge, 
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65 
„ Ju they. tus; words cannot be moe 
expreſs. In what greek author is there a 
ſingle paſſage to be produced, where they 
can have any other fignification, than that 
of two individuals and no more? He muſt. 
have ſtrange optics indeed, that can read in 
ot q twelve or twenty. YT » . 


Pie 


3. The force of che e ver. 6. Is 
ditectiy againſt Polygamy, as the whole of 
the caſe, ſuppoſes but one wife, and her to 
be divorced before another 1s taken. rake ag 


. Forcication and Ad akery + are again 
| aſed d Gnom mouth. enn 


5 The ind iſſolubility of marriage is Gap 
bn W under the one admitted _ 


6. For /a man i thourh he 
divorces his Wife, to marry another wo- 
man, is adultery, ver. 9. and equally ſo for' 
any man to marry her who is put away. 


To ſuppoſe that the putting ber away and 
not the marrying another woman, is the adul- 
tery ſpoken of, is a truly curious interpre- 
tation. Let any man read the paſſage, and 
* our e and fay if 


the Thadow of auch a n appears. 
An author muſt be hard drove indeed. 
chat ean urge mn 
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And the Phariſees came to him, 480 aſked» 
him, Is it. lawtul for a man to put away 
2 his waſe ? tempting g him And he anſwer- 
ed and. ſaid untd them, What did Moſes | 
command you? And they ſaid, Moſes 
® ſuffered to write a bill of dere and 
to put her away. And Jesvs, anſwered 
and ſaid unto them, For the bardneſs of - 
* your heart he wrote you this precept. 
* But from the beginning of the creation 
God made them male and female. For this 
* cauſe ſhall a man leave his father and 
mother, and cleave to his wife; And 
* they twain ſhall'be one fleſh”: ſo then they 
are no more twain, but one'fleth.. What 
therefore Go hath joined together, let not 
man put aſunder. And in the houſe his 
diſciples afked him again of the ſame mat- 
ter. And he faith unto them, Whoſocver 
„hall put away his wife, and marry ano- 
ther, committeth | aduſtery; againſt her. 


Fe. * And if a woman hall put away her Huſ- 
band 


( ; ) 1 . 
* band, and be married to another, ſhe com- 
« mitteth Adultery. 


: : 


1. It apppears, ver 4, 5. that divorce was 
a local and political regulation, peculiar to the 
Jews, and for the reaſon aſſigned brcauſe of the 
hardneſs of their hearts, and in no cafe but 
one, admiſſible under the goſpel diſpenſation. 


2. It is contrary to the original inſtitution 

of Gop, that one man ſhould have more 
than one woman to wife, or the wife more 
than one huſband, ver. 6—9. unleſs the eri- 
minal diſſolution of the marriage bond on 
one Kr left the other a at a x 16 . 


3. The obligation to maintain MY MY 125 


mutual fidelity, ver. 11, 12. appears to be 


perfectly reciprocal in direct oppoſition to 


every idea of Polygamy, the woman being 


ſuppoſed as authorized to put away her huſ- 


1 


band, as the huſband to pur away his wife, 
in caſe of adultery, the legal cauſe of divorce. 


2 


LUKE . 8. 


* Whoſoever putteth away his wiſe, and 
* marrieth * nnn * 


—— — 


* 


— 


6 


* and whoſoever marrieth her that is N 


put 
” away from her huſband committeth adul- 
* tery “. 


To 25 our Lord's declaration, which 
is ſo explicit and deſtructive of the Author's 
whole plan, a curious expoſition is intro- 
duced on the Greek word which is made 
to ſignify another man's wife, and the evi- 
dence produced to ſupport this criticiſm is 
GAA bed Es, 1 Cor. X. 29. Could there 


be, a paſſage quoted more direQly oppoſite 


to the interpretation, which it is brought 
to ſupport? d obucid uceus another mans 
conſcience, we render it. Man here is evi- 
dently the name general for all the hu- 
man ſpecies, including the ſemale as well 
as male; and this 1 think the author of 
Thelypthora will hardly deny, unleſs hav- 


ing expoſed their bodies to pr oſtitution, he 


— 


chuſes alſo to deprive their ſouls of the | 


rights and exerciſe of conſcience, or to 


affirm, that they have none. | The words in 
their direct tranſlation are ANOTHER'S con- 


ſcience, including: the woman as well as 
man is another man, aww another 


woman, and I :defire he will produce a 
OP inſtance out in W 


where 


6975 


where ſtanding thus related to the context | 
it can have any other Meaning. 


* 


7 1 . not oma r 
ing, it is no doubt ſuperior to that of many 
others, I wiſh however to prevent the effects 
of ill grounded prejudice, preſuming he 
himſelf will allow, that it becomes not an 
upright man to claim influence, from affect - 
ing an extent of knowledge, which he is 
conſcious, he poſſeſſeth not. If he can no 
more underſtand a page of a Greek claſſic 
or a chapter of the Hebrew prophets with 
out a tranſlation than the Chineſe, with-what 
confidence dares he endeavour to caſt on- 
tempt on the works of thoſe able and jus 
dicious expoſitors, infinitely his ſuperiors in 
erudition and knowledge, who have labour- 


ed in the word and doctrine? And how 


contradictory to himſelf, when preſſing every 
puny authority, into his ſervice, he pre- 
ſumes to treat with ridioule the glorious com- 
pany of witneſſes, which fromthe days of 
the Apoſtles n the n __ r agent | 

| nne r | WT» oh 
en | "wt i leres 


Jesus faith unto her, Go, call thy huſ- 
hand, and come hither. The woman 
» anſwered and ſaid, I have no huſbari, 
« Jesvs faid unto her, Thou haſt well ſaid, I 
s have no huſband : For thou” haſt had five 
* huſbands, and he whom thou! now haſt 
„is not thy ae in . n thou 
* . 


When 1 have an anſwer already we com- 
plete to the cavils of the author, by one of 
the ingenious writers of the Monthly Re- 
view, I ſhall make no ſcruple to adopt it. 

He whom thou now haſt is not thy | buſhand. 
EFrom this ciroumſtance, ſays the Author, it 
is inſerred, that ſomething beſides cohabi- 
©. tation is neceſſary to conſtitute marriage in 
* the ſight of Gop. But in anſwer to this in- 
« fer ence, let us ſuppoſe that four of this wo- 
„ man's huſbands were dead, or had divorced 
her for Adultery with another man; that 
0 under either of theſe circumſſ ances, ſhe had 
% married a % huſband, whom ſhe hadde- 
« ſerted, and lived in Adultery with another 


* man; ſhe certainly had had ive huſbands, 
« and the man with whom ſhe now lived in 
adulterous | 


T4 
te adulterous commerce, perhaps clandeſtinely, 
* could not be properly ſtiled * en nor 
** the het wife.” 14 


Now * whole wot of this moſt — 
reaſoning reſts on the feeble ground of a 
fancied conjecture, in direct contradiction to 
the obvious ſenſe and letter of the paſſage, 
when one part of it is viewed in connection 
with another. Let our readers judge. Jz- 
* gvs ſaid unto her, Go, call thy huſband: 
„The woman anſwered and ſaid, I have no 
* huſband, Jxsvs ſaid unto her, Thou haſt 
well ſaid, 1 HAVE no huſband; for thou 
HAST HAD five huſbands, and HE whom? 
thou now HAST is not thy HUSBAND, 
In that ſaidſt thou TRULY.” Now if the 
fifth huſband had not been dead, or the band 
of marriage actually diſſolved which was all 
one with reſpe& to the liberty the woman 
woul | have acquired), would our Loxp have - 
ſaid that ſhe ſpoke the truth, in declaring. 
that ſhe bad no huſband at the time he was 
converſing with her? For on Mr, Madan s 
conjecture, ſhe actually had 4 buſband at that 
very time, though g ſhe had deſerted 
him. Thus, our author, to ſerve the wretch- 

ed * of his PERHAPS and SUPPOSE, 
1. C 3 w/ 334.4 | will 
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will indireQly charge his Saviour with fal- 
ſity, or at leaſt equivocation: we ſay in- 
directly, for we charitably believe that he was 
not aware of the conſequences that would 
To from the mg of bis recen 


0 1 Mr. M. cliiſes we e 
to read the laſt clauſe of the paſſage in the 
following manner He whom thou now 
* haſt is not thy THY huſband :” i. e. He 
is the huſband of another woman, and con- 
1 he anne be a huſband of kae. 


„Bat t be give it this Ent how vim his 
ſyſtem of Pore ay ſtand? 12/T24H 


2 — 7 | 
Romans vII. 124. 


C * ye not, brachen, (for I ſp peak to. 
„to them that know the law) * that 
the law, hath dominion. over a man as 
_ * Jong as he liveth? For the woman which 
* hath an huſband, is bound by the law to 
her husband ſo long as he liveth, but if the 
husband be dead, ſhe is looſed from the 
* law of her husband. 80 then if, while her 
= busband hveth, The be married to another 


£ man, ſhe ſhall be called. an adultertde: but 
if 


(( "gi Vi 
if her husband be dead, ſhe is free from that 
* law ; ſo that ſhe is no adultereſs, though ſhe 

u be married to another man. Wherefore, 

my brethren, ye alſo are become dead to 

the law by the body of Chriſt; that ye 

* ſhould be married to another; ever to him 

« who 1s raiſed from the dead, that we ſhould: 

bring forth t unto God. 


I. Over a man. Man is evidently hers 
the generical name including both ſexes, as 
the argument ſuggeſted in OY 1 


. ſuppoles. 


2. The words woman i buband: are 
ſingular, and in every paſſage of the New 
Teſtament not an Idea is conveyed, but that 
marriage is the union of one man with one 
woman. Wo 


3. The union of U the Church with Cannor 
is plural, ye, becauſe the whole number of 
the faithful are but one body, as abundant- - 
places of ſcripture prove, and ſhews the fal- 
lacy of the argument, that becaule the in- 
dividuals who are joined to CHRIST, are 
many, therefore Polygamy is lawful, when 
the fevers is NON * that wy 


2. 
* 


1 

individuals men as well as women conſtitute 
the members of one body, chap. xii. ver. 4, 5. 
and that theſe make together but one chaſte 
virgin preſented to CyurisT. Till the bodies 
of ten or ten thouſand women can be proved 
but one, the argument derived from hence 1 is 
ſelf· confuted. 


1 CokixTHIANS vI. 1320, 


Now the body is not for fornication; but 
” for the Lox p; and the Lord for the body. 
And Gop hath both raiſed up the Lozo, 
and will alſo raiſe up us by his own power. 
Know ye not, that your bodies are the 
members of Chriſt ? ſhall I then take the 
© members of CurisT, and make them the 
members of an harlot? Gop forbid. What, 
® know ye not that he which is joined to an 
« harlot is one body? for two (ſaith he) ſhall 
* be one fleſh. But he that is joived umo 
the LoxD is one ſpirit. Flee fornication, 
Every fin that a man doeth is without the 
body; but he that committeth fornication 
* {inneth againſt his own body. V hat, 
” know ye not that your body 1 is the temple 
of the Holy Ghoſt ubich is in you, which ye 


_ of God, and ye are not your own? 
For 


* 1 
For ye are bought with a price: nen 


* glorify Gop in a Yor a 
„ rit, which are Gop's. 


T be general object in the Apoltle's s view is | 

evidentlythe purityof the diſciples of Jesvs— 
the argument to promote it, that they are 
joined to the Loxy—the charge given fee 
fornication—the horrible conſequence of that 


fin argued and urged by the moſt ſtriking in- 
| terrogations. 


I would obſerve that carnal knowledge 
could not enter into the Apoſtle's idea as 
marriage, becauſe in that caſe, every union 
with an unmarried woman, at leaſt if a vir- 
gin, according to the author's plan, would 
conſtitute it : and could not be conſidered as 
fornication. But whether a woman proſti- 
tutes herſelf by choice, through ſeduction, 
or for hire, the crime is fornication, and the 
character an harlot. And whether a wan be 
married or unmarried, the temple of his 
body is.defiled, and a total inconſiſtence with 
the chriſtian character ſuppoſed through- 
out. But marriage is honourable in all, and 
the bed undefiled; nay, ſo far dothſthis eſtate 
appear holy, that the unbelieving wife is ſanc- 
tied, N. the believing huſband and recipro- 


cally 


(16 ) 


_— the huſband by the wife, ſo highly 
doth the ſcripture eſteem the marriage union,” 
and ſo awfully denounce wrath againſt - 


whoremongers and adulterers. 


_-e 
4 
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10 ' 1 1 CorTHIans cuar. wn. | 


No concerning the things mas 
* wrote unto me: I is good for a man not 
” to touch a woman. Nevertheleſs, to auoid 
5 fornication, let every man have his own 
* wife, and let every woman have her own 
" huſband. Let the huſband render unto the 
” wife due benevolence: and likewiſe alſo the 
„wife unto the huſband. The wife hath 
not power of her own body, but the huſ- 
* * band: and likewiſe alſo the huſband hath 
not power of his own body, but the wife. 
" Defraud ye not one the other, except it be 
* with conſent for a time, that ye may give 
v yourſelves to faſting and prayer; and 
come together again, that Satan tempt you 
» not for your incontinency. But I ſpeak 
* this by permiſſion, and not of command- 
C ment. For I would that all men were 
even as I myſelf : but every man hath his 
proper gift of Gop, one after this 2 


| (wm) 
„and another after. that. I ſay therefore to 
the unmarried and widows, Aris gasd for 
them if they abide even as I. But if they 
cannot contain, let them marryjs for it is 
u hetter to marry than to burn. And utito 
the married I command, yet not I. but the 
© Loxp, Let not the wife from her 


huſband: But and if ſhe depart, let her 


remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her 
huſband: and let not the huſband put awẽ-ðỹ 
„ his wife. But to the reſt ſpeak I, not the 
„Lokp. If any brother hath a wife that be- 
* lieveth not, and ſhe be pleaſed to dwell win 
„him, let him not put her away. And the 
* woman which hath an huſband that be- 
* lieveth not, and if he be pleaſed to dwell 
with her, let her not leave him. For the 
_ *» Unbelieving huſband is ſanftified by the 
wife, and the unbelieving wife is ſatictified. 
by the huſband: elſe were your'children 
unclean; but now -are they holy. But if 
« the unbelicving depart, let him depart. A 
brother or a ſiſter is not under bondage 
in ſuch caſes : but God hath called us to 
« peace, For what knoweſt thou O Wife, 
_ » whether thou ſhalt ſave thy huſband ? br 
© how knoweſt thou, O man, whether thou 
_ * ſhalt fave thy wife? But as Gov hath dic. 
* |: © BR | : FP tributed 


10) 
* tribated to every man, as the Loxp hath 
called every one, ſo let him walk: and ſo 
* ordain I in all churches. Is any man call- 
ed being circumciſed ? let him not become 
” uncircumciſed; is any called in uncireum- 
* ciſion ? let him not become circumciſed. 
* Circumciſion is nothing, and uncircum- 
” cifion is nothing, but the keeping of the 
 « commandments of Gop. Let every man 
* abide in the ſame calling wherein he was 
called. Art thou called being a ſervant ? 
care not for it; but if thou mayſt be made 
free, uſe it rather. For he that is called in 
the Loxp, being a ſervant, is the Loxp's 
u free-man 2 likewiſe allo he that is called 
» being free, is CuRIST's ſervant. Ve are 
bought with & price, be not ye the ſervants 
of men. Brethren, let every man wherein 
u he is called, therein abide with Gov. 
„Now concerning. virgins, I have no com- 
" mandment of the Logp: yet I give my 
« judgment as one that hath obtained mercy 
„of the Loxp to be faithful. 1 ſuppoſe 
therefore, that this is good for the preſent 
« diſtreſs, I ſay, that it is good for a man ſo 
to be. Art thou bound unto a wife? ſeek 
« not to be looſed. Art thou looſed from a 
* wife? ſeek not a wife. But and if thou 


marry 
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* marry, thou haſt not ſinned, and if a vir- 

gin marry, ſhe hath not ſinned : neverthe- 
* leſs, ſuch ſhall have trouble in the fleſh; 
but I ſpare you. But this I ſay, brethren, 
* the time is ſhort. It remaineth, that both 
* they that have wives, be as though they 
had none; And they that weep, as though 
they wept not; and they that rejoice; as 
though they rejoiced not; and they that 
„buy, as though they poſſeſſed not; And 
* they that uſe this world, as not abuſing it: 
for the faſhion of this world paſſeth away. 
But I would have you without carefulneſs. 
He that is unmarried, careth for thethings 
„that belong to the Loxy, how he; may 

* pleaſe the Loxo: But he that 1s married, ca- | 
« reth for the things that are of the world. 
how he may pleaſe his wife. There is a dif- 
* ference alſo between a wife and a virgin: 
The unmarried woman careth for the 
© things of the Lox p, that the may be holy 

both in body and in ſpirit : but ſhe that is 
married, — for the things of the world, 
* how ſhe may pleaſe her huſband. And this 
* I ſpeak for your own profit, not that 1 may 
* caſt a ſnare upon you, but for that which 
is comely, and that ye may attend upon the 
« LogD without diſtraction. But if any man 


( 20 ) 

think that he beliaveth himſelf uncomely 
* toward his virgin, if ſhe paſs the flower 
of her age, and need fo require, let him 
do what he will, he ſinneth not: Jet them 
ns marry. Nevertheleſs, he that ſtandeth ſted- 
v faſt in his heart, having no neceſſity, but 
* bath/ power over his ow will, and hath ſo 
© decreed in his heart, that he will keep his 
* virgin, doeth well. 80 then, he that giv- 
eth her in marriage doeth well; but he 
tlaat 2 Her not in marriage doeth bet- 
ter. The wife is bound by the law as long 
as her huſband liveth: but if her huſ- 
band be dead, ſhe is at liberty to be mar- 
” ried" to whom ſhe will; only in the Lokp. 
But ſhe is happier, if ſhe ſo abide, after 
my judgment; and I think alle that I * 
2 the Spirit of Go. 
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"This whole? of this” chips merits the 23 


moſt attentive conſideration. Without the 
moſt prepoſterous totturing, the A poſtle's 
argument, the ſenſe, context, exprefſion, 
and idiom of language, offer the fulleſt con- 
flutation of Polygamy, except to thoſe who 
refuſe to be convinced; reſpecting "ſuch, I 
can only ſay with the adorable Maſter, they 
love 1 rather than light, becauſe their 
Alt deeds 


© 21 ) 
deeds are evil. Their conduct or unimbrs 
tified r dg their TT 


thei TR 


27 he Pk 10 ye wrote ants asse 
dently refers to a. previous letter from the 
church of Corinth reſpecting marriage whe- 
ther eligible under the perſecuted ſtate of the 
church=the behaviour proper for thoſe who 
were married; if they had unbelieving part- | 
ners—or were Jews—if marriage be refolied 
upon, what qualification was abſolutely ne- 
get en wen gh” am e 
* 143 'W 0 $3; wt b211t6m 

1 The "Apoitle! Pede to ſuch as 
= poſleſſed the gift of continence, tat 

conſidering the ties and burdens neceſſarily | 


#% #v ff? 


wee were every thy. 5 oy; to be driven 
from their habitations and forced to flee to 
other cities for ſafety, preferable to lead a 
fingle life, after his own example. 


+7: 8-26, 32, 35» 37» 3%. 


TY 
1 * 


2. The Apoſtle ſuppoſes even in mY ED") 
diſtreſsful circumſtances, that toevery unmar- 
ricd man, who was conſcious that he poſleſſed 
3 S «3 | | not 


* 


C 88 } 
not the ſame gift as himſelf, marriage was 
not only deſirable, ver. 9. but his duty, ver. 2. 
The idea of a married man is inadmiſſable 
as in that caſe, the Apoſtle's example could 
| have. no PRs 


E 


3.3 When a partper,' was to be choſen, the 
firſt and great qualification is. an in the Lord, 


ver. 39. a reſtriction, which if truly obſerved, 
will be an effectual guard againſt all * 
une practice. nl l IO 


"The ee pond lation bf the. 
married pair, and the duties, which they re- 
1 owe och other are e * 


0 . . . , + 
S344 %@# - * *, 


That any man can poſſübly ud theſe 
verſes and ſuppoſe that Polygamy. could ever 
enter into the Apoſtle s thoughts, or ſyſtem 
of marriage, is, | confeſs aſtoniſhing ; and 
ſhews with the moſt ſtriking evidence, the 
power of, prepoſſeſſion, though 1 am far 
from certain, however ſolemn Nv profeſ- 
fions, that perſons determined to ſuppor 2 


an hypotheſis SHED believe. ther own. 
ſertions. f 


9 100 


(ai). 

"1 9 The Apoſtle” 8 grand object is to pre. 
ſerve them pure, and guard them a 15 | 
the too common, but fatal price * 
nication. : bY * 


(2) The way to 1 this is by mar- 
riage, the notoriety of which is evident 
to the church, fo that every man may have his 
own wife, and every wife ber own huſband, 
The criticiſm of the author of Thelypthora 
on the words 1, and sable, as if the for- 
mer intimated a more peculiar. propriety 
than the latter, appears totally without foun- 
dation; ca is not only uſed expreſſive. of 
a man's wealth, chap, x. 24. his own con- 
ſcience. ver. 29. And in a variety of paſſages 
ſignificative of fingle, and peculiar 
in the ſubject, but as the Reviewers have well 
obſerved in a text than which nothing can 
be more deciſive. God ſpared not bis own Son. 
Rom. viii. 2. if every wife therefore ſtands 
in as ſingular. relation to, and has as ſole a 
property in her huſband, as in the caſe Gf 
the only begotten Son of Gans can. ppt 
iy a more peculiar e : 1 11 

6. The right of huſband and wiſe in 
and over cach others perſons, is ſo compleat, 

D „ mutual, 


624 
mutual, and equal, as not to admit in one 
caſe or the other, the poſſibility of another's 
claim, ver. 4. The wife bath not power over 
ber own body but the husband: and likewiſe the 
husband hath not power over his own to, but 
the wife. 


(4.) If for the religious exerciſes of faſt- 
ing and prayer, they abſtain from any of 
the comforts of marriage: It muſt be done 
by mutual conſent, only for a ſhort time; 
and as each had a compleat right in the 
other, neither might without fraud or injury 
to the other preſume even upon ſuch a tem- 
porary ſeparation, without their partner's 
a arr>fyoreg ver. 5. 


0 


(5.) The moſt holy exerciſes' in which they 
could be employed, were never to be ſo pro- 
longed as to give Satan occaſion to tempt 
either of them to incontinency, therefore 

they muſt come together again, after the 
yes: mutual r Hoek ver. 8. 


; The whole reaſoning, care, W ſole 
I right in and over each other, are the moſt 
evident proof that Polygamy could not con- 
* en — A could not then 

£1.24 have 


(as) 


bole her own huſband in pecuhat d 
not exerciſe the intire right over his body. 
The conſent not of one but of ma ny muſt 


be obtained for faſting and prayer no 
remptation to incontinence could poſſiblßx 


ariſe, by ſuch a temporary abſtinence from 
one, if his right in a variety of others were 


admitted. Indeed I muſt. deſpair of pro- 


ducing conviction, if any man attentively 
weighing theſe 8 reſiſts the evidence 
which they afford. x , | 


(6.) Separation of huſband a wikh is for 
bidden, ver. 10, 11. When once the marriage 
union is formed, no ſubſequent inconve- 
niences felt are allowed among the faithful 
as a ground for divorce, or ſeparation, the 


great exception only admitted: And the 


equality in which huſband and wife ſtand 


dent to every one who reads the command. 


65. Suppoſing the unha py caſe, that's | 


believer is married ta an unbehever, the 
being, as 1 apprehend, converted to chriſtia · 


nity, whilſt the other continues an inſdel, 


. the path of duty is clear, 


1 ur. 


reſpecting each other, in this matter is evi- | 


8 


boy (6 )) 
ver. 12, 13. The believer, whether wife or 
huſband, is bound to the partner they had 
choſen: and ſhall in ſuch a providential diſ- 
penſation, find a bleſſing on the marriage | 


union, in all conjugal r and in 
their offspring, ver. no f * 4 


£ 


(8. ) An ide this aa; is admitted 
ver. 15. if the unbelieving depart. By depar- 
ture here, I apprehend is meant, the utter re- 
jection of the believer, whether man or wo- 
man, on account of their profeſſion of the 
faith of CuRisr, the avowal of a final ſepa- 
ration determined, with liberty, or purpoſe, 
of uniting themſelves to one of their own 
falſe religion. A believing wife or huſband 
then was no longer bound, not merely not to 
duell with them, for it is ſuppoſed, that this 
the unbelieving party would not admit, but 
might regard be as free to chuſe a 

| TOY _— - mate. 
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850 a far the exception. may be al 


bloß d extend, the equality of the right of 


the wife and huſband, and the lingleneſs of 
union between them is obvious. Rfoht Þ 
R I fhal 


6 27099 

id mur ru ods bt „ eee 

I ſhall wr tele obſervationsiaht one far- 
tber remark only: let any petſon canſider 
the argument urged. ver 33. Why a married 
ſtate was more encompaſſed with temptations 
than a ſingle life, and how much more furci- 
ble it mutt have been, iſ the apoſtlie could" 
have ſaid wives inſtead of ae. An evi 
dence that ſuch an idea never entered his 
mind as compatible with chriſtianity, and 
that no ſuch practice as Polygamy was, lar 
poſcable in the AARON 5089. eig? 
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s Wies, ſubmit yourſelves; unto Jour a proc 
a0 huſbands, as, unto; the Lozp..., For, the 
4 huſband 1 is the head of the wife, even as 
” CKR18T.is the head of the church; and he 
„is the Saviour of the body. Therefore .as- 
* the church is ſubject unto Cnklsr, ſo let 
« the wives be to their own huſbands in every 
* thing. Huſbands, love wives, even 
«* as CHRIST alſo loved the church and gave 
a himſelf For it: that e es: and- 

. e 


11 ,% 6% „ 4 
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* cleanſe it with the waſhing of water by the 
« word, that he might preſent it to himſelf 
* a glorious church, not having ſpot or wrin- 
© kle, or any ſuch thing, but that it ſhould be 
holy and without blemiſh. So ought men 
to love their wives as their own bodies; he 
„that loveth his wife, loveth himſelf. For 
no man ever yet hated his own fleſh; but 
u loveth and cheriſheth it, even as the Lord 
the church: For we are members of his 
* body, of his fleſh, and of his bones. For 

u this cauſe ſhall'a man leave his father and | 
mother, and ſhall be joined unto his wife, 
* and they two ſhall be one fleſh. This is a 
- great myſtery ; but I ſpeak concerning 
* CHRIST and the church. Nevertheleſs, let 
every one of you, in particular, ſo love his 
„wife, even as himſelf; and the wife ſee | 
of 2 ſhe reverence her huſband. | 7:8 


. The church conſiſting of many mem- 
bers, conſtitutes but one body, — one 


5 ſpouſe. | yu as; = 


2. Wherever wi vet are ſpoken of in the 
plural, there in connection, the word 24% 
ee is plural alſo, as when huſband is ſingu- 
lar 


(#9 ) 
lar, the term wife is 7 ence _ W 5 
2855 24 — 31. y | EM = 


gs The repetirion of the: FO ow. of 
marriage, and reference thereto, declares the 
apoſtle's view on that ſubject, that as Adam 
and Eve were at ſirſt joined together of 
Gov, ſo ſhould every one of them in parti- 
cular; have his helpmate, anul forſaking his h 
neareſt and deareſt relatives, cleave to her 
alone, becauſe they two are one fleſh. - See 
page 3, on the words here quoted, a Sue. 
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LY LEE iv. —8. 

l „For tis is the will of God, even 55 
ſanctification, that ye ſhould abſtain from 
* fornication : That every one of you ſhould 
© know how to poſſeſs his veſſel in ſanctica- 
tion and honour; not in the luſt of con- 
u cupiſcence, even as the Gentiles which 

know not God.“ "EX ht ee 


'% 


The apoſtle 8 ae is to 
faithful to purity of heart and eondu 5 | 
charges them to flee IDE the way to 

. 
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vent it he had elſewhere noticed, that 
every man ſhould have his own wife, and every 
wife her own huſband ; that hereby the conjugal 
union might be enjoyed in ſant#fication and 
honour 5 and the lewd practice of the ſur- 
| OY ue e nk Year” © ge 
01 is 91% 9% l Bros 
| If any man * the ſhadow of Polyga- 
my ſuppoſed, or compatible with theſe ſcrip- 
tures,” his CUE: wh . e 
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1 TIMO TRV Ii. 11—15. 


* Let the woman learn in filence with all 
ſubjection. But I ſuffer not a woman to 
* teach, nor to uſurp authority over the man, 
but to be in ſilence. For Adam was firſt 
formed, then Eve. And Adam was not 
deceived, but the woman being deceived 
as in the tranſgreſſion. Notwithſtand- 
ing, ſhe ſhall be ſaved in child-bearing, if 
” they continue in faith and Fhapnty, and 
* 8 8 with ſobriet y." if 


1. The man hath 4 faperiority over - the 
wife, as Adam over Eve, as firſt in creation, 
* laſt 1 in 9 

2. The 


618 
2. Tbe wife is therefore forbidden to uſurp 
authority over. the. huſband, but [to — in 


pin 9 Meats erm no? 
UE SBS 337 nun n ie 

The — is e the example 
given, Adam and Eve, the o J uo, the twain of 
— unit . ; the, ſuppolition included, 1m- 
plies, a: 1C marriage. union extends 1 no. 
farther. | 31711 At 9359-4 *6 : Wee N 
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510 Wen De 
#4 rern i 1. e 2; 
(I beim S416 wiv) 
The bujband of one wife. 


7 * 2111 
The reaſon given, is, that a 2 wa 
be blameleſs, free from reproach, in the 


eyes of his Gentile neighbours. If in his 
Jewiſh: ſtate he had, married more wives 
than one, it muſt have ſubjected him to re- 
proach, and been an hindrance to his uſeſul- 
neſs. The virtuous, if I may he allowed the. 
expreſſion, even among the heathen, under 
the Roman government, approved not the 
practice of Polygamy. There might, in 
deed, among the Gentiles called to the 
knowledge of Cnalsr, have been ſome who. 
had been polygamiſts, ſuch, I apprehend, . 
were by the apoſtle judged i improper perſons . 
to be admitted into the miniſtry, becauſe a 


biſhop . 9 d 
85 The 
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The Greek church; I think, holds it in a 
a different ſenſe, as forbidding to the clergy 
ſecond marriages, ſuppoſing the work of the 
miniſtry might be interrupted and n 
by increaſing family cares. 

In whatever ſenſe ed bee e Than. 1 
believe it would be difficult to prove that a 
practice allowed to every other chriſtian man, 
was unlawful for an eccleſiaſtic. But indeed 
it is evident that the reſtriction, however far 
it reaches, is not confined to them, the dea- 
cons are under the fame predicament, and for 
n ver. 10. 5 


"PHILEMON. 1. er 2. oe 


* Part a priſoner of Jeſus Chriſt, ad 
Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our 
« dearly beloved, and fellow-labourer, and 
to our beloved —— [bag : 


"56s addreſs demonſtrates the ſtats of thae 5 


holy family, and the example of every mar- 
ried pair throughout the New Teſtament, 


is hereunto uniformly correſpondent. * | | 


* Toſeph and Mary. 3: Zacharias and Elizabeth. 
Anna tne propheteſls. Aquila and Priſcilla,  / 
Ananias and Sapphira. Felix and Drufilla, 
Agrippa and Berenicſe. Cleopas and Mary. 
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1 PETER 1. 9% W T 


© Likewiſe, ye wives, be in ſubjection to 
your own huſbands; that, if any obey not 
the word, they alſo may without the word 
be won by the converſation of the wives ; 
= while they behold your chaſte conyerſat ĩon 
coupled with fear. Whoſe adorning let it 
* not be that outward adorning, of plane 
„the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of 
putting on of apparel; but let it be the 
hidden man of the heart, in that which 
is not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet ſpirit, whichis in the fight. 
of God of great price. For after this. 
manner in the old time the holy women 
1 alſo, whotruſted in God, adorned themſelves, 
* being in ſubjection unto their o.] hub. 
„hands; Even as Sarah obeyed Abraham. 
* calling him lord: whoſe 3 ye are, 
* as long as ye do well, and are not afraid. 
as 72 any amazement. Likewiſe, ye huſ-⸗ 
nds, dwell with them according to knows, 
Fake. giving honour unto the wite, as unto. 
„the weaker veſſel, and as being heirs toge · 
her of the grace of life ; that "Oe prayers | 

2 be 1 not hindered.” -. 
| if hg | 


rec. 
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I beg merely to obſerve on the laſt verſe, 
That the duty required the honour due to 
the wife, not wives, as the weaker veſſel— 
the union of their hearts. in one Lord, FO of. 
their bodies il in, one holy bond of og 
and the h abitual” communion in in prayer, 
which "they are ſuppoſed. to maintain toge-. 
ther—all help cak the, lingleneſs.of Et union, 


and exclude the idea of e e 5 
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The Lotd' knoweth how to ker FE 
” podly out of temptations, and to teſerde 
the unjuſt unto the day of judgement to be 
„puniſhed: But chiefly” them that . atk 
„after the fleſli in the laſt of uncleanneſs, 
„and deſpiſe government. Preſumptuous 
Are they, ſelf-willed, they are not afraid to 
«ſpeak evil of ignites Whereas angels, 
„Wich are greater in power and might, 

* bring not railing accuſations againſt chan 
before the Lord. But theſe, as natural 
«brute beaſts, made to be taken and de- 
ſtroyed, ſpeak evil of the things that they 
* underſtand.not ; and ſhall 5850 periſh in 
their own corruption; and ſhall receive the 
$20 © 5 5 reward 


( 3s”) 

„ reward of unrighteouſhels} is they that 
count ĩt pleaſure to rot in the pitt” 

Spots they are, and blemiſnes, ſporting 
* themſelves with their own deceivings while 
„they feaſt” with you; having eyes full f 
* adultery, and that cannot ceaſe from fin'; 
" beguiling unſtable ſouls: an heart they 
have exerciſed with covetous practices; 
* curſed children: Which have forſaken the 
right way, and are gone aſtray, following 
* the error of Balaam the ſon of Boſor, Who 
* loved the wages of unrighteouſneſs; but 
* was rebuked for his iniquity : the dumb 
« aſs ſpeaking with man's voice forbad the 


* madneſs. of the prophet, "Theſe are wells 


« without water, clouds that are carried with' 
* a tempeſt; to whom the miſt of darknels 
_ * is reſerved for ever. For when they ſpeak | 
* great ſwelling words of vanity, they allure 
* through the luſts of the fleſh, through 
® much wantonneſs, thoſe that were clean 
* eſcaped from them who lide in error. 


* While they promiſe them liberty, the7 


" themſelves are the ſervants of corruption: 
* for of whom a man is overcome, of the 
u ſame is he brought in bondage. For if after 
they have eſcaped the pollutions of the 
N Tg. a the knowledge of the Lord 
A* ; SAX 20G en USUIBISMIA 20 2 and 
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* and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, they are again 
* entangled therein and overcome, the latter 
" end is worſe with them than the begin- 
ing. For it had been better for them not to 
® to * known the way of righteouſneſs, 
than, after they have known it, to turn 
* from the holy commandment delivered un- 
to them. But it has happened unto them 
according to the true proverb, The dog is 
turned to his vomit again, and the fow 
” that was waſhed | to her mn. in the 
* mire. 


1 add no obſervation on this ſcripture, 
nor adduce it in the line of controverſial 
truth: but cloſe the evidence from the New 
Teſtament on this ſubject with this awful 
paſſage, as explanatory of impure principles; 

their fearful ſource, and their tremendous 
end. | 


1 "Mi now produced every material paſ- 
ſage, wich, after diligent inveſtigation, I find 
in the teſtimonies of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; 
the great treaſury of divine wiſdom and 
W 52 | PHP TH 


The GO 1 & God's 8 mind 
and will contained much; but the leaft in 
8 the 
BY: 
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the kingdom of God, that is, under the light of 
the goſpel diſpenſation, had more, enlarged 
views of divine truth, than John, though 
our Lord declares, a greater than he had not 
been born of woman, Matt. xi. 11. The 
church, under its ſtate of pupillage, com- 
paratively, in many things, ſaw but thro' a 
glaſs darkly. In other ages, the plenitude of 
truth was not made known unto the ſons of men, 

as it is now revealed unto bis haly apoſtles and 
prophets by tbe Spirit, Eph. iii. 5. Their 
ſtrongeſt light, comparatively, was but as tbe 
morning ſpread upon the mountains; but the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs. is now ariſen, and we 
all with open face behold the glory of Gon, 
in the fulneſs of his ſalvation, and the moſt 


| compleat diſcoveries of CO mind 155 


I earneſtly wiſh that theſe fripmaras.may 
be conſidered ſeparately, and in their united 
evidence, with the ſolemnity which the ſub- 
ject requires ; eſpecially with a view to this 


important controverſy, Do they ſuggeſt he 


idea of any ſuch praftice as Polygamy? em 

they poſſibly ſubſiſt with it? are they not 
totally inconſiſtent = ſuch a ſuppolition ? 
ng II ee 


6 

But is there the ſhadow of any one example 
to countenance the practice? I defire the 
author of Thelyphthora, amidſt the multi- 
tude of married perſons,” whether profeſſors 
or profane, there mentioned, to produce a 
fingle inſtance of Polygamy in the whole 
New Teſtament. An argument that appears, 
if not deciſive on the ſubject, a at leaſt ſo ſtrong 
a preſumptive evidence in favour of the 
rruth, for which I contend, thar it ſhould 
farely be confronted out of that book, with 
ſome one text at leaft, declarative of its ap- 
probation, or permiſſion, of Polygamy. Bur 
if the” univerſal tenor of the precept is in 
exact conformity with the practice, it ſeems 
to require no ſmall degree of preſumption, 
and ſelf-confidence, to reject both, becauſe 
of ſome ignorance in patriarchal times; fo 
many centuries preceding theſe laſt days, 
when 'Gop hath ſpoken to us by his Son, 
whereby the darkneſs is paſſed = and th 
mu boo a en, T Jenn N. 


Bur. K ile baer of bebe in the | 
ao and writings of the apoſtles is no where 
to be found, hath there been known; [ſince 
the canon of ſeripture was compleated; any 
body of faithful Chriſtians, where it hath 
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been admitted ? Let the author Prod, ace 4 
trace of ſuch a practice, among the firſt 
martyrs and confeſſors; let him bring one 
quotation from the fathers, to ſupport this 
hereſy. And let me yenture to tell him, that 6 

many of them, ſo far from being the deſpi- 
cable old women, he preſumes to repreſent 
them, were men as highly reſpectable for 

their knowledge, as diſtinguiſhed by their 
zeal for the truth. I ſuſpect he 1s not very 
converſant in their writings, and though he 
treats them with ſuch contempt, I am greatly 


miſtaken, if, notwithſtanding the parade f 


learning in which Thelyphthora abounds, © 
he is even able to read them, except through 
the medium of a tranſlation. © 


Where then has this Polygamy been fo 
much as heard of, except from an Ochinus, 
or a John of Leyden, among any body of 
men, who deſerve the name of Chriſtians for 


more than ſeventeen hundred years? In al! 


the reformations of the church, attempted, 
or perfected, where hath tlus idea been ever 


entertained ? I may venture to affirm; that 


among the confeſſors, martyrs, and preach-  ' 


ers, that have during the laſt three hundred 
years ariſen, to elucidate the goſpel truths by 
| _ 0 


0 

their writings, to ſpread them by 1 la- 
bours, to adorn them by their converſa- 
tion, or to ſeal them with their blood, not a 
man can be produced, worthy a name among 
them, who ever entertained ſo horrible, ſo 
impure an idea. Was this amazing reform- 
ation reſerved for the author of Thelyph- 
thora ? Reader, let thy indignation give place 
to pity and prayer. 


* 
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D A RT tie 


E have ſeen the teſtimony of Caurrsr 

and hisapoſtles, their practice, and that 
of their ſucceſſors to the preſent day. Can I 
deſire to be compaſſed about with a greater, 
or more reſpectable cloud of witneſſes? But 
an appeal 
an axiom is laid down, that nothing is to 
be admitted in the goſpel, which is not found 


in the law. I haſten to examine the 


and reply to the pretended rule. The how 
is good if a man uſe it lawfully, but if its 
meaning be perverted, and temporary regu- 


lations or obſervances for eſpecial ' purpoſes 


enjoined, or permitted, to a peculiar people; 


be drawn into eternal Rules for the Church 


of Gop, I hope the fallacy of the author's 


arguments will appear, and his nach fy 


1 | CS 
2 e e tem 


is made to the Old Teſtament, and 


r | 
tem (be left deſtitute of all real Wh from 
divine authority. | | 


I ſhall begin withthe book of Geneſis, and 
conſider the account given of the antedilu- 
vian world - the writings of Moſes, relative 
to the hiſtory of mankind, ſubſequent to the 
flood—his ordinances to the Jewiſh people— 
and cloſe with the prophetical ſcriptures, 
endeavouring to ſele& whatever is ſaid on the 
ſubject in queſtion, and to examine—whe- 

ther the bad or miſtaken practices of a few 

are ſufficient to reverſe the declarations of 
Gop reſpeRing the original inſtitution of 
marriage whether he has any where given a 

new commandment with regard to it—whe- 
ther the abuſe of the ordinance, becauſe 
providentially bleſt, is a concluſive proof of 
the divine approbation — whether the books 
of Moſes afford a ſingle teſtimony in its fa- 
vour, unleſs regulations to prevent an abuſe, 
or the proviſion of a remedy for the injured 
can be ſo conſtrued. Other particulars 
which may ariſe, as we proceed in the inveſti- | 
. of the ſcriptures, will be attended to. 


May the Spirit of Truth, by whoſe ab- 
ration theſe facred volumes were written, 
enable 


446) 
enable me to ſee, and ſpeak the truth from | 
the ground. of the heart. 


A 


r 
8 E it 


be old Teſtament opens with the « crea- 
tion of the firſt man and woman, and de- 
ſeribes their marriage. The notoriety of 
which was no doubt ſufficient, when the 
eternal Jeuovan himſelf commands the 
union, and the whole admiring creation are 


ſpectators. | 


p The tranſaQion admits no diſpute, and the 
marriage no comment. They twain, and no 
more of the ſpecies then ſubſiſted, ſball be one - 
fleſh. And this allo is enjoined as a 
twal law to their deſcendants, who ſhould 
come into ſuch marriage union; that every 
ſuch pair ſhould be conſidered as in a ſtate 
of the greateſt human nearneſs to each other, 
inſomuch, that even father and mother muſt 
be forſaken, that the man may cave to his 


wife alone. 


The Gala 1 upon the Hebrew and 


Greek word, which we e cleave to, 
being 


N 


having no real foundation in either language, 
I forbear to enter into them, When I appeal 
to thoſe few who are ſkilled in theſe lan- 
guages, the matter is before a proper tribu- 
nal; to affect a parade of learning before the 
vulgar and ignorant, can tend only to miſ- 
lead, I would juſt obſerve that 727 is 
applied to Shechem's attachment to Dinah, 
as well as Adam's to Eve, Gen, XxxIv. 3. 


The end of the marriage union was, increaſe 
and multiply, and repleniſh the earth, It is ob- 
vious to the meaneſt underſtanding, that 
Gop himſelf, their Creator, muſt be the beſt 
judge in this matter, and knew that his pur- 

ſe would be moſt effectually anſwered by 
the means he had ordained, and therefore 
united one male to one female only. 


Never could the earth more need reple- 
niſhing with inhabitants, and in the ſpeedi- 
eſt manner, in order to fulfil the divine 
command, than when it roſe at firſt in un- 
faded beauty: and dare man affect to be wiſer 
than God, and pretend to invent methods of 
population more effectual and rapid, than 
thoſe which infinite wiſdom hath ordained ? 
This would be to me a ſufficient argument, 
if 9 did not — confirm the 


truth, 


x - 
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truth, that the greateſt increaſe muſt my 

from this original union of one male and fe- 
male. And have we not a fuller confirmas 
tion of it at the end of the period When 
Gop determined to deſtroy the old world, 
and provide for the population of the new, 
who were the perſons appointed? Noah, 
his. three ſons, .and their reſpective wives. 
On the principles of Polygamy, - the ark 
might have been burthened with fewer of the 
human race, and the end of their preſerva- 


tion, ſo. far as it reſpetted PO been 
equally OI 


The 8 the eh of the firſt world; 
beheld che ſame practice among the real ſons 
of Gop. Nor does there appear, until the 
cloſe of the firſt period, in all the holy ſeed, 
the children of Seth, one trace of evidence, 
which would induce us to conclude, they 
did not in the article of marriage copy after 
the original pattern. Nay, even he who had 
embrued his hands in his brother's blood, 


deviated not from Gop's bn ordinance, 
Gen. iv. 17. | 


* E 12 


One man indeed is fd t his! tb 
As more impious, and 1 vom (a noble 
pattern 


„ 
pattern for imitation |) who dared to add 
Polygamy. to murder, and confidently to 
boaſt of impunity in his crimes, Gen. iv. 23. 


Nearly two hundred years after there was 
born unto Adam and his deſcendants a. nu- 
merous poſterity, we find one Eve ſufficing 
him, and Seth born of her, chap. iv. 25. 


It is very obſervable, chap. vi. that one 
great cauſe of the general apoſtacy from 
Gap, is imputed to the lawleſs paſſions of 
men, and the ſeductions of beauty. The 
Sons of Gad, the deſcendants of the holy 
line of Seth, | beheld the' daughters of men, 
the profane and ungodly deſcendants of 
Cain, that they were fair. Determined to 
indulge their ſenſual appetite, they plunged 
their ſouls into deſtruct ion, as mult be the 
caſe with all thoſe who give way to the allure- 
ments. of ſenſe and paſſion, in contradiction 
to the mind ard will of Gop, They took them 
w1ves of all which they choſe. They not only 
made choice of profane partners, but not 


ſatisfied each with one, they ſeem to have "= 


taken as many as they choſe. The author 
ot Thelyphthora might, indeed, reply, and 
ſay, where was the harm of this? Gop him- 
ſelf ſhall decide the controverſy, chap. vi. 3. 
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My ſpirit ſhall not always ftrive with man, for | 
that he alſo is fleſh, ſank into a ſtate of ſenſua- 
lity. His deſtruction is therefore determin- 
ed, Tet bis days ſhall be an bundred and twen- 
fy years. During that ſpace Noah, the 
preacher of righteouſneſs, remonſtrated a- 
gainſt theſe impure practices, and threatened 
the wrath which was ready to be revealed ; 
but in vain. Their impenitence filled up 
the meaſure of their crimes, and the flood 
ſwept away the world of the ungodly. 


Whoever ſeriouſly conſiders this ſtate of 
the antedeluvian world, will find no great 
* encouragement to practice the doctrines of 
Thelypthora, begun to be propagated by 
Lamech, and too ſeductive perhaps to the 
ſons of Gov, till the deluge purged the eartn 
from them and their impurities together. 


Clap. vi. BE Noah was a juft man and 


walked with God, He and his ſons were 


preſerved from the fatal contagion argund' 


them, content each with the partner of their 


| boſom, they walked in the ſteps of their 
pious anceſtors, and are, by divine care 
F from the general deſtruction. ot 


The ark 2 no Polygamiſt. 
SECT: 
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SECTION IL. 


The riſing world emerges. from the wa- 
ters, and from the ark, the preſerved of Gop 
deſcend once more to repleniſh the earth 
with inhabitants. Each with his. ſeveral 
partner, the example appointed for the imi- 
tation, of poſterity, according to the ori- 
ginal inſtitution of marriage, begins a new 
generation, but alas! the waters of the de- 
luge had not waſhed away the degeneracy of 
the human heart; as mankind began to mul- 
tiply on the earth, notwithſtanding the ex- 
ample of Noah, and his immediate deſcen- 
dants, the religion which he taught, in the 
proceſs of not many generations, began to 
be forgotten and neglected. As men in- 
creaſed they were obliged to ſpread them- 
ſelves on the earth for ſubſiſtence; and the 
farther they were removed from the habi- 
tations of Noah and his ſons, the living 
oracles of traditionary truth, error with more 
rapid ſtrides advanced, and corruption bore 
an equal pace: till we find a vaſt aſſembled 
multitude, rejecting the confeſſion even f 
the one Gop, the firſt great article of poſt 
deluvian religion, and erecting a tower, as 

WP AN a mag- 
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a magnificent altar, to worſhip the hoſts of 
Heavens, Gen. xi. 4. Confuſion and dif- 
perſion followed, and with it the ſpread of 
ignorance and idolatry through the earth; 


ſo that almoſt every trace of the divine tra- 


_ ditional revelation ſeems obliterated, and enen 
the family of Terah, the father of Abraham. 
appears to be infecded with idolatry, * | 
xxiv. 2. F * 


in dis Geset fe wak Kant =} 


to call Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldees, 
and in his perſon and family to preſerve 
the knowledge of the true Gop,—to give 
him new revelations concerning the great 
Meſſiah who was to appear, for the ſalva- 
tion of his people, - with a peculiar view to 
whom Abraham's call, and all the ſubſequent 
ſteps of the ſeparation of a particular people  " _ 
from the reſt of mankind rs 
been made. OR 


As it is from this kc that al the ar- 
guments of the author of Thelypthora wor- 
thy to be conſidered are drawn, the reve- 
lation made to Abraham — the great intention 
of it — and how far his example in every par- 

Alcular 


| . 
ticular is to be conſidered as a pattern ſor 
imitation in all ages, will deſerve enquiry, 


The revelation made to Abraham con- 
tained three ' grand particulars. 1. The 
knowledge of the true Jehovah. 2. The 
grant of the land of Canaan to his poſ- 
-terity, who ſhould be immenſely nu- 
merous. 3. The promiſe of the Meſſiah to 
deſcend from him, in whom all families of 
the earth ſhould be bleſſed. The moſt ſtrik- 
ing feature of Abraham's character and the 
ground of all the commendations beſtowed 
on him is that he believed Gop reſpecting 
events, at that time ſurpaſſing probability: 
nay, ſeeming almoſt, if not altogether im- 
poſſible, conſidering his own age, and the 
condition of Sarah his wife, Rom. iv. 19, 
Except therefore in the inſtance of his con- 
fidence in the divine promiſe, I ſee Abraham 
no where propoſed as a pattern, or peculiar 
dignity ſtamped. on his Conte 0s the ob- 
ject of imitation, | th. 
U 

That in days when darkneſs covers 90 
earth, and groſs darkneſs the people, Po- 
Tygamy ſhould have crept into the world, 
contrary to the original inſtitution of mar- 


riage 
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Sarah's impatience, not Abraham's incon- 


( $52) 
riage, and the example of thats wbem Go 
had preſerved in the ark, I marvel not, yet 
as far as I can judge from the evidence which 
ſubſiſts in the ſcripture, it was not n x 
much leſs the univerſal Practice. Es 98 


When 4 * his e Nahor: 
married, they had each but one wife, Gen. 
xi. 29. nor had Lot, the companion of his 
travels, more, Gen. xix. 17. 


Though ſo mink depended on the pro- 
miſed ſeed, and no word of promiſe had yet 
confined that ſeed to Sarah, Abraham at- 
tempted not to ſeek it from another wife. 


tinence appears to be the cauſe of her deter- 
mination, to ſeize the fulfillment of the pro- 
miſe, in a way contrary to the divine ap- 
pointment. Beſides the time ſpent in jour- 
neying, Abraham had already reũded ten 
years in Canaan, himſelf advanced to eightiy 
five or ſix, and Sarah in deſpair not only 
from her barrenneſs, but the conſciouſneſs 
of the natural impoſſibility that at her time 
of life ſhe ſhould have a ſon, wearied out 
with unbelief and impatience, ſhe. thruſts 
her flaye Ingo her a ſuppoſing * 2 


poſal ſo urged, and with ſome 
that the children would ſtill belong in reality 


of the bleſſings of Polygamy. The family 


© 3» es 
_—_ eee ee 


dren os: 


A 1 8 in the darkneſs of that a 
age, without a particular revelation, which 
Gop vouchſafed not, Abraham knew not 
the evil, and that his own impatience for the 
promiſed ſeed, as well as his wife's, would 
render him but too compliant with a pro- 
plauſibility, 


Wen mmm 


The ſcene which follows is remarkably 
ſtriking, ver. 4.15, and a happy inſtance 


peace broken The inſolence of the ſervant 


when ſhe conceived —The jealouſy of the 


miſtreſs The quarrel with the huſband 
The inſupportable tyranny of the envious 
Sarah —and the flight of the miſerable ſlave 
with her burden, abandoned in her extro- 
mity by the maſter, „ Pei 5 
During the ſabſequent es « or which 
years, it doth not appear that Sarah's jea- 
louſy was excited by any farther intercourſe * 
G 8 with her * Iſhmael was 
now 
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now regarded as the promiſed ſeed; however 


miſtaken the idea, but Gop had other pur- 


poſes, and as we fee, chap. xvil. xyiii. In 
Iſaac the bleſſed poſterity is continued, whilſt 


Hagar ſo far from being treated as a wife, 


contrary to every idea of the indiffolubility - 


of marriage, and its rights, even according 


to the rev. author of Thelypthora's ideas, 


is with her fon thruſt out, abandoned, and 


ſees Abraham, and her tyrannical miſtreſs s ; 


ends. Gen. 1 ee 


4 this anc of Hagar kat one 
of the main pillars of 'Thelypthora, I beg 
the particulars of this hiſtory may be at- 


tentively weighed, and whether it can be , 
ſuppoſed that Abraham ftands in this par- 
ticular an example of imitation=and' after 


all the ſubſequent revelations Gop has made 


der the peculiar circumftances mentioned, 


can authorize polygamy 1 in all the chriſtian 


wr 


Die; Se e a 2 


wife, after her death, he has children by a 


whether his admiſfion of Sarah's flave, un- 


* chap\ xxv. 11 
1 | | Highly 


) 
Highly as I reverence the character of this 
patriarch, it would be doing the cauſe of 
truth a prejudice, not to acknowledge that 


not in this particular alone he appears blame- 

worthy. His fal ſehood, unbelief, and finful 
fear in the caſe of Pharaoh, chap. xii. 13, 
andof Abimelech, chap. xxii. 2—hisengaging 
Sarah to join in the deception, —expoſing her 
perſon, —and laying a ſnare for the greateſt 
crime in the way of theſe worthy men, is, I 
apprehend, as highly blameable, as any in- 
tercourſe with Hagar could be conſidered in 
whatever light we view it. Vet how ab- 
ſurd would it be to vindicate the practice in 
one caſe, more than the other becauſe in 
ſcripture we find them marked with no par- 
ticular cenſure of divine diſapprobation. But 
Sarah preſerved inviolate — Abraham diſmiſ- 
ſed with a bleſſing, chap. xx. 14. and his 
prayer for Abimelech, to remove the effects 
of the crime, to which he had wickedly ex- 
poſed him, immediately anſwered, ver. 17. 


When men plead for an hypotheſis, they 
are ingenious, in overlooking the moſt ob- 
vious arguments againſt 1 . in een , 
them ny. E . 


The 


— 
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he ſon of Abraham though under ſimi- 
lar circumſtances of temptation, with regard 
to his offspring as his father, Gen. xxv. 21. 
waited with more exemplary patience, and 
employed more commendable means to pro- 
cure the promiſed ſeed. He imreated the _ 
LT2rd! ] am aſtoniſhed to hear the author of 
Thelypthora, ridicule the idea of praying 
for power to ſubdue our paſſions, and to 
make us happy and contented, in the en- 
joyment of Gop's allowed ordinance with 
one wife! Is the example of the patriarchs 
only to be imitated in their errors, and tranſ- 
greſſions, and to be treated with contempt 
and ridicule, when they preſent the nobleſt 
pattern of piety and putity! I would men 
prayed more, and cavilled leſs againſt the 

word of Gop. I am ſure the happy effects 
of ſuch conduct would be felt in the world 
and in their own fouls. - They would be 
more jealous over their own novel opinions 
and looſe practices, and more careful how 
they preſumed, by uttering them, to _ 
the peace of ſociety. 0 


The twin ſons of Iſaac, ca men of * 
ferent characters, Eſau the eldeſt a forni- 
cator and profane, Heb. xii. 16. tothe great 
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grief of aac and Rebekah, and took for + 
his wife the Hittite daughters of Beeri and 
Elon, Gen. xxvi. 34, 3 5. Jacob, the heir of 
iſe, was the favourite of his mother, 
and ſtedfaſt in the faith of his anceſtors. For 
the- reaſons given, Gen. xxvii, he is engaged 
to migrate to Padan-aran, not only to avoid 
his brother Eſau's reſentment, but to ſeek a 
wife from among his relations the _—_ 
ters of Laban. 
| - Though ſo _—_ ied in blood; in re- 
FS gion they appear to have much- differed. 
Idolatry ſeems: to have ſubſiſted in the fa- 
mily of Laban, chap. xxxi. 30. and prac- 
tices to have been deemed innocent, which 
every ſubſequent. law, of revelation as well 
as nature, - concurs in condemning ; that a 
man might not only have more wives than 
one, but even at tlie ſame time, admit two 
fiſters to his bed: an union for which I ap- 
prehend the moſt determined en 
will ſcarcely contend, 


Jacob was boſpitably 1 and after 
ſome time, engaged in his relation's "ſervice. 
His ſecond daughter had charmed him, his 
ſoul cleave unto her, and he conſented 


(67 
to ſerve Laban ſeven years as his ſhepherd, 
on condition that at the'end of it,” Rachel 
might be his wages. The bargain was con- 


cluded, and in her company the years paſ- 
| ſed fo pleaſant, that they . but as a 


N _— Gab. XXIX. 20. 


E 22 ed * 
The expetted W hour applbsed, 
dut the crafty Laban, probably appriſed of 
Jacob's proſpects, conveyed to his bed his 
daughter Leah, and the morning only diſ- 
covered the cheat. Betrothed to Rachel his 
eſpouſed wife, the object of his affections, 
but undeſignedly beguiled into union with 
her ſiſter, the diſtreſs, indignation, and dif 


appointment of the . may be eaſier ; 


conceived than deſcribed. £75430 £\ 1 * 
ins 
Laban meets his epi witff artful 
excuſes, and more ſeductive promiſes.” "He 
pleads it as the cuſtom of the country, 2hat 
it muſt not be fo done in that place, as it it had 
been a law eſtabliſhed; and by nb means to 
be diſpenſed with 10 give the yoting##before 
the fing. born bat to patify him, he promiſes 
to Sive him Rachel alſo, wirkin ſeven days, 
engaging him in a further ſeven years ſer- 
Vice. Thus rather with averſion than choice, 
05 E 2 1 Jacob 
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Jacob is betrayed into Polygamy. - Over- 
awed by Laban—ſilenced by the plea of cuſ- 
tom—bound. by his obligations, and more 
engaged by his affections to the beautiful 
Rachel. Fan 


This ſtep once taken the reſt can be little 
admired. He had a precedent for receiving 
the handmaid from her miſtreſs, and pre- 


cedent has often been pleaded as authority, 


the capital ſupports of the cauſe pleaded for, 


without weighing the rectitude of the e 
tice. | af 


The . mentioned. | band are 


though others ſhall be hereafter conſider- 


ed. And the argument drawn from hence, 
is, if theſe eminent believers continued in 


thez favour of Gop notwithſtanding theſe 
proces, may not others alſo ? . 


1 will not plead their ſituation, their want 
of intention in offending, and the other ar- 
guments, which the hiſtory affords, I reſt 
the matter on what appears the fact, againſt 
-which no evidence has as yet been produced. | 
Theſe were times of ignorance, farther than 
immadiate revelation went, the admitted 

| cuſtoms 
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euſtoms preyailed. Neither Abraham nor 
Jacob are ſaid to have had any expreſs te- 
velation on the ſubject. Let it be proved 


that Abraham was commanded to take Ha- 


gar, or Jacob Leah and Rachel to be his 
wives, or that any part of the revelation of 
Soy to them enjoined or countenanced ſuch. 

a practice, and I ſhall weigh the ericence. 
with the ſeriouſneſs it deſerves. 


I will not farther enter into Jacob's cha- 
racter or conduct, but juſt to obſerve that it 
1s impoſſible not to remark that many things 
in it on chriſtian principles are indefenſi- 
ble, and far from being recorded for our 
example, except it were to avoid them. One 
thing only I cannot overlook and that is the 
caſe of Dinah his e chap. XXx1v, . . 


It is among the axioms of Thelypthora 8 


that the mere act of knowledge is marriage 
compleat, and if this be overthrown the ſyſ- 


tem crumbles from its foundation, but the 
ſcripture here is ex preſs to the point, and 
tally denies the authors aſetion 105 


| The Hivite Prince Shechem, es with _ 
her perſon, when viſiting ſome of the daugh- 


< 
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ers or the land, while Jacob ſojourned 
there, 700k her, and lay with her, and defiled 
her, Yet, it appears, not ſo much with any 
baſe intentions as in the heat of paſſion, for 
bis ſcul clave unto the damſel, and his earneſt and 
importunate deſire was to get this damſel to 
wife, It is evident, therefore, that neither 
Shechem himſelf, nor the author of the book 
of Geneſis, conſidered her as ſuch from ws 
i N 8 . 


The manner in which the ſons of Jacob 
received the news is ſtriking, they were grieved 
and very wroth, ver. 7, and the reaſon is gi- 
ven, becauſe of the folly and crime commit- 
ted, But according to the author of The- 

Iyphthora, there appears no harm done; a 
- fingle man and woman come together, they 

are man and wife, and there is neither folly, 


nor n nor guilt in the matter. | 
$754 


80 deeply did the inſult affect ths bons of 
Jacob, that their determined vengeance was 
cruel and deadly. By a feigned acquieſcence, 
they betrayed the unſuſpecting prince into 
ſecurity, and by an invidious propoſal induced 
him to put himſelf and his ſubjects into a 
| *** which rendered them UK capable of re- 
21 | fiſtance. 


6 


ſiſtance. In that fatal hour two of the ſons 
of Jacob, with their followers, ruſhed upon 

them, ſlew every male in the city, led forth 
their ſiſter from Shechem's houſe; and when 

the patriarch feared that ſo bloody a ſcene 
would excite a confederacy of the neighbor-- 
ing nations around them, to avenge it, they 
thought it a ſufficient juſtification of their 
conduct to reply, Should be deal with our 9 855 
as with an harlot? | . | 


Where Fe. is the 3 axiom? if Di- 
nah was age - if ſuch a thing ought not ta 
be done and ſhe was conſidered as dealt with 
as an harlot, notwithſtanding all the honour- 


able intentions which appear 1n Shechem' 08 


| ne 


| Ie 1s pretended that Bene is 8 6 
cure of all impurity, the deſideratum to 
aboliſn harlotry from the earth; we ſliall ſee 


in the further be of the nn the 
happy effects of it. rA 


Though there was ſo great a choice ao 
him, yet Reuben went in and lay with Bilbab 

his father's concubine, and Tfrael heard it, 

Gen. xxxv. 22. For however the adulterer 


ſaith, 


{ 62) . 

faith, no eye ſeeth me, ſtrangely their ini- 
quity is often brought to light. Nor does 
Judah appear to be a whit more continent, 
or his daughter-in-law, Tamar, more con- 
ſcientious, Gen. xxxviii. 1226. I ſhall not 
enter into the ſhameful tale, obſerving only 
in thoſe days the commonneſs of harlots, their 
general expoſure of themſelves by the way- 
fide in the moſt ſhameleſs manner; the 
evidence that Polygamy was no cure for im- 
- purity, and the proof that they who pretend 
the hotteſt zeal againſt adultery, even to 
burn theſe wretches for their crimes, are 
often themſelves, like Judah, the perſons the 
moſt criminal, and an I th REES 
they would inflit, 


Joſeph, the favoured ſon of his father, 
who carried his religion and purity with him 
to the houſe of his priſon, and to the palace 
of Pharaoh, is content with one wife, the 
daughter of Potipherah, and cloſes with 11 
example the book of Geneſis. g | 


= 

SECT 

* 

" WC — 4 > 
5771 N 


481 


0 63 ). 


K e p of 


Moſes, after the long interval of Inn; 
ſojourning i in Egypt, ariſes as the great deli- 
verer, in the book of Exodus. I confine 
myſelf at preſent to the hiſtopical evidence; 
his laws ſhall have a full conſideration here- 
after. He was the ſon of Amram and Jo- 
chebed. And the great lawgiver is himſelf 
content with the daughter of Jethro alone, 
as his wife. Aaron his brother united himſelf 

to Eliſheba. Theſe were no Folygamiſts. 


There is 0 one hiſtorical tranſaction I cannot 
paſs over, recorded in Numb. xxv. 68. 
which ſhews how different the ideas of Mo- 
ſes who approved, and of Phinehas who ex- 
ecuted the deed, muſt have been, from thoſe 
of the author of Thelyphthora. In his view 
there could be no harm in the intercourſe of 
Zimri and Coſbi; they were man and wife, 
obeying the law of marriage; in the patri- 
arch's view they were lewd, impious, and 
moſt criminal offenders, who deſerved to 


N in the very e act of their i e. 
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I come now to the days when there was 
no king in Jjrael, but every man did that which 
was right in bis own eyes, Judg. xvii. 6. If 
| many corruptions were tolerated, it may ex- 
cite the leſs wonder; yet even here the exam- 
ples of Polygamy are rare, carefully as they 
have been ſought for. The firſt pair are of 
honourable name, Jael and Heber, though 
not native Iſraelites, but deſcendents of Je- 
thro, they were the worſhippers of Iſrael's 


God, and went up with them into Canaan, 
Judges i. 16. 


Gideon had many wives and children, 
but fearful was their end; they fell all but 
Jotham by tbe bloody hand of one brother; 


and he himſelf ſhortly after met the ven- 


geance he deſerved. Gideon was rai iſed u 3 
of God for particular purpoſes, to be the 
avenger of his people, and the deſtroyer of 
the prevalent idolatry. Herein he acted as. 
divinely appointed, truſting on God, and 
ſtands recorded as one of thoſe that by faith 
overcame their foes. Bur does the divine 
approbation of one part of his condu 

ſanctify the whole? or render his Polygamy 
a ſanction for all in future ages? this wondd 
be a * concluſion. 'T he character and 
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conduct of many of the Judges, though the 
Spirit of the Lord raiſed them up for par- 
ticular purpoſes, by no means correſpond: 
with the chriſtian rule, as is evident in the 
hiſtory of ee wy TI ang: of 
Me 1 HF, 1 


1 2 gh bis 10 was baren, 
waited in faith, — obtained a n 
San n the Lord. 6 


The ene when — to re- 
eſtabliſn their tribe by raviſhment, however 
unjuſt che means, ſeize only every man lis 
_ w/e. But, alas! theſe were times of confu- 
ſion, - and the hiſtorian. concludes with the 
obſervation he had made before, There. 4204s % 
10 king in Iſrael, every man nd which was 

bel in b eee. L od et dez | 
| The dock ef Ruth . Sar a 
Polygamy ; Elimelech and Naomi, Mahlon 


and Chilion, Ruth and Orpah 2 * he 


| | Boaz Wer — Moabitch, appear all to 
have ks Ho to, the Wer institution of 
marriage. (TFH 4 |: 4 = +3! A 
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The books of Samuel open with an ac- 
count of his birth: His parents lived in the 
too lawleſs days before deſcribed. Elkanah his 
father had married: but Hannah was barren; 
a ſecond wife, Peninnah is added, and her 
fruitfulneſs made her inſolent, ſbe provoked 
her better rival . ſore, to make ber fret; from 
year to year the ſcene continued, to Hannah's 
bitter anguiſh, and Elkanah's grief and vex- 
ation. Happy fruits of Polygamy ! The 
Lokp graciouſly interpoſed, at the importu- 

nate prayer of Hannah, and Nee is the 


anſwer to her PER, 


'The nn of nen 5 0 ea · 
ger deſire for children among the Jews, are 
obvious; and where the divine law on the 

ſubject of marriage was miſtaken, or by the 
too common practice violated, ignorance 
and exam ple removed the ren of 
2 


| David, the fon of Jeſſe, the man after God's 
own heart, comes next under conſideration, 
and offers what appears to the adverſary a 
happy argument to enforce his principles. 
Among thoſe of whom we have hope towards 
God, perhaps no character in the ſcripture 
* \ appear 


6 
appears with darker blots than that of Dayid-- 


If he correſponded with the divine mind emi- 
nently, it muſt, be in ſome peculiar inſtances, - 
eſpecially honorable to himſelf, and to the glo- 
ry of Gop. And indeed, whoever conſiders his 
character in ſcripture, will ſee the moſt ſtrik- 
ing feature of it to be an abhorrence of ido- 5 
latry, and adherence to Jehovah, under all 
the changes of his trying "ſtate. ; Herein be 
is eminently exemplary. The tranſcendent 
| glories of the Meſſiah's perſon and kingdom, 
alſo glow 1a all his writings, whilſt the bit- 
terneſs of his anguiſh for complicated crimes, 
marks the depth of his repentance. But was 
| polygamy of the number? I apprehend it. 
was, though I ſhould grant it to be among 
his jeoret faults, thoſe hidden from himſelf. I 1 
readily admit that the practice did not then 
carry with it the guilt which the revelation. 
of the divine mind hath fince ſtamped upon 
it; but no where had it ever received the 
divine ſanction and approbation, as has been 
contended for. There is a text triume . - 
phantly produced indeed, and ſuppoſed. to 
be deciſive on the point, at leaſt ſo far as re- 
garded that generation, 2 Sam, xiii. 83. 1 
gave thee thy maſter's wives into thy boſom, 
and gave thee the bouſe of Tjrael and Judah ; and 


(6 ) 

if that had been too little, I would MART nt 
given unto thee ſuch and ſuch things. Theſe 
providential diſpenfations of God, are con- 

ſtraed into divine approbation of polygamy. D 
— will any man ſuppoſe, that when (ver! 
1 t.) Gop takes David's wives and gives them | 
to Abſalom, to lie with them in che fight of 
the ſun, tliat this expreſſes any divine appro- 
bation of the deed? Vet the prophet uſes in both 
caſes the ſame words, and I apprehend not 
improperly, as the author of Thelyphthora ' 
nee page has ee to ane 5 
ö 20 2 1 
Gd is ſaid to do many things 5 in his pro- 
vidence, which in no meaſure juſtifies the 
immediate agents. The Corinthian (1 Cor. 
v. 1.) might have as reaſonably pleaded the 
gift made to Abſalom as an approbation of 
inceſt, as the author does that made ro Da- 


vid, as a ſanction for polygamy. 


The ſon of David ſucceeds. And here we are 
overwhelmed with evidence. He had ſeven bun- 
 dred wives, princeſſes, and three hundred concu-- 


 bines, for the honour of polygamy. When 
once indeed the original inſtitution of mar- 


riage is broken thro”, eoneupiſcence knows 
no bounds. The very mention of this caſe, 


„ 69. 2 3 
to every ſerious mind, carries a confatation 
and abhorrence of the dodrine, if . eve» 
ry man may and will monopolize the fe- 
male race, and it is death, but to touch 
them: what muſt become of mankind? 
what ſcenes of bloodſhed, and unnatural 
abominations open upon us? Ta 
Lewdneſs thus gratified, PD "OF | his 5 
ſpirit, and paved the way for apoſtacy. His 
wives turned away his heart from Go, 
1 Kings x1 3. after all the wondrous mani- 
feſtations Gop had made to him, and the 
tranſcendent wiſdom he had beſtowed on 
him, the abominations of Moab and Am- 
mon riſe even on the holy mount to affront 
the ſanctuary, and in, defiance of Jehovah 
who condeſcended to dwell there. Againſt 
ſuch. ſanEtions for POYBATY, who. dares 
contend? | 428 


1 e 41 7 


The other kings of Judah and Ifrael, in 
general, appear ſo apoſtate from Iſrael's 
Gop as ſcarce to deſerve mention in this 
matter; and if ſome good things are record- 

ed of a few of them, in the great point their 
rejection of idolatry, yet even that, with 


other unhallowed _ Por more or 


3 
jeſs under the beſt of the monarchs, and 
notwithſtanding the remonſtrances of the | 
divinely appointed prophets. 


It ſhould never be forgotten, flat the 
people of Iſrael, were ſeparated, by the wor- 
ſhip of Jehovali and by the obſervance of 
the Abbe from the idolatrous nations around 
them, that they were under à peculiar go- 
vernment and ſubje& to peculiar laws, in 
order to preſerve them unmixed from the 
' heathen, that as long as they obſerved theſe 
ordinances, they proſpered : and independent 
of real parity of heart and conduct, received 
the bleffings of a temporal covenant, The 
ſucceſs they were favoured with, and the ap- 
probation given them of God, reſpecting the 
obſervances of the theocratical ordinances, 
reached no farther than the ſpecified par- 
ticulars, it was independent of their real 
character, as the true Iſrael of Gov. 


| That during the whole 75 this period, vil 
; the carrying of the pation captiye into Ba- 
bylon, Polygamy might be pr actiſed among 
them, I will not diſpute; that it was under a 
divine command, or with the divine, appro- 
bation, no where appears. It was à part of 


hack: 1 71.) 
the darkneſs of that rt © and while 
the regulations preſeribed by the law of Mo- 
fes ſuppoſe it practiſed, like divorce, it ap- 
pears to be for the ſame. cauſe, the hardneſs 
of their hearts, and equally contrary. to 99 
original bo N. Goo... 
1 have given the 1 examples. re- 
corded, anddefire that the may be conſidered | 
in their full force, viewing the Rate of that 
people, and the darkneſs of the diſpenſation 
they were undder —that the original law of 
creation, and practice of the ſons of Gov, 
during the old world, and in the new, ;be 
attended to,. and eſpecially that . the, teſti- 
| mony of Jeſus and his apoſtles be diligently 
weighed : and then Lam content that every 
man ſhall abide by the reyclation of Gop, as 
determining his line of conduct. The ig- 
norance, miſtakes, or corruption of a few 
under that diſpenſation of pupillage, cannot, 
after all the ſubſequent revelations, of-Gop, 
be precedents to direct the ee of the 
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Pfuch ſtreſs has been laid on "Y allah 
of Moſes, and the law given at Sinai; let 
us hear him; confident as the author of The- 
Iyphthora is that he is deciſive in his favour, 
I hope the very reverſe whl e the 
proceſs of our . | 

Tt would: perbicpe carry me too far to en- 
ter into the whole of the Moſaical inſtitutions 
and ordinances, ritual, judicial, moral, and 
ceremonial, and to demonſtrate their pecu- 
liar deſign, to conſider how far, and of 
which, the obligation was perpetual ; but as 
it is ſo ſtrenuouſſy aſſerted, that in the law 
of Moſes ſo compleat a diſcovery is made of 
the mind and will of Gop, that we are to 
receive nothing in the goſpel Which we find 
not in the law, I deſire that the following 
paſſages of ſcripture, as they ſtand contraſted, 
may be conſidered. Gop had particular 
ends for hedging round a peculiar people 
with a fence of ordinances, ſuited to the gr 


purpoſes of his providence. When theſe 
were anſwered, the obligations ceaſed ; ; we - 


Pr 


are i 


( 73 ) 
are no longer under the law, bar being dead 
wherein we were held, Rom. vii. 6. Many 
things were enjoined, or permitted, toa Jew, 
utterly unneceſfary, or entirely contradiftory 
to Cü. ning co, 4 A 
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DANA thy 7 the Noe W. £443 
We Pati wi” alen 
N 18 55 an Hebrew ſervant, fix years 
* ſhall he ſerve, ver. 2. His maſter fnall bore 
his ear through with an awl; and he ſhall 
* ſerve him for ever," * 
| <2 1 XX a9 A 
„The very firſt law, the law of ſexuitude; 
ſeems inconſiſtent with the whole ſtem of 
the Chriſtian law of love; for however vo- 
luntarily ſuch ſurrender might be made, or 
whatever prioe may be received, as an equi- 
valent, of what uſe is it, when it comes, 
with the perſon, under the abſolute —— 
a maſter? | | 
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1. Gor. vũ. ag. | 15 
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« Maſters give unta your nee that 
2 which 1 is juſt and aal 
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But - what can bean equivalent for perpe- 
tual and abſolute ſlavery ? and that intailed 
on all his poſterity, bon apd en Exod. 
. 7. 9 


1 * # 
» l "oh 955 act. 4 "x 


Exodus *r. 8. * 


1 A man ſell his daughter the thall * 
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OM as the men ſervants 90. 58 
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Is it lawful, under the goſpel, far any 1 
ran to ſell his daughter? or can ſuch a 
practice conſiſt with the 2 N tenor of the 

following en abr ache 31! dirw 


8 0 8 P E 1 „ 
r | 
1 Fathers provoke not your Children to 


„ wrath; but bring them up in the nurture 
L and admonition Gt the Lord.“ | 
I. Peter 
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| L Petr i. 22, | 
k Love one another obt of 4 un bert 


fer __ 13 45 Ei. * 4 
WH Matthew vil. 12. a 
1 Wittener ye would that met! ſhould” 
do unto you, do alſo to them,” . 


Such ſale appears to temove the Aalghter 
from the parent's care, the property ike 
transferred—to be utterl/ iriconfiſtent with 
the law of love and a power we never can 
2 2 * 
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The ſanguinary laws, Eau x%i. 15. and 
17, ſeem as oppoſite to the ſpirit of Chriſtian 


the original law of murder, as well as to 
every idea of Chriſtian juſtice. The gegſon 
given why the murderer of a flave ſhould 
not be puniſhed, fer be i hit money, might 
have foree under the Maſaical, hut hath no 
countenance under the Chriftianidiſpenſation; 
which admits none of theſe mortifying di- 
ſtinctions. There is Hetther fu nor Greek, 
there is neither bond nor | frees there i nifither 
malt 'nor female; for. ye are all unt in Ci 
Feſus, Gal. iii. 204 | wel 
* a LaW 


fargivenels, as ver. 20, 2, are eontrary to 
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= a W. 
Beads xx 28. £$44:149- 3 
If men ſtrive, and if any miſchief follow, 
then thou ſhalt, give life for life, eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 
burning for burning, wo wound for wound, 
ſtripe for ſtripe. | 18 | 1 
* Deut. Xx. 162 e ee 
The puniſnment of a falſe witneſs is the: 


ſame as that of the accuſed would have been 
if the accuſation was verified. 


GOSPEL, 


Matthew v. 38. 


* Ye have heard that it hath been ſaid an 


* eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth; but 1 
5 1 e you that ye reſiſt not evil. | 


Fo, Lale vi. 9. | 
0 dune wech- n b. 
* offer all the other,” ar 5 
J | LI IRON nns + Wy. - 
| Matthew v. 48, 44: I 


"lc bee thar\ Wi tak been fich 
* Thou: ſhalt love thy neighbour, and hate 


(#7 ) 
thine enemy: But I ſay unto you, Love yout 
enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good 
to them that hate' you, 'and pray for them 


that deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you. 
, . 10 — a RITA 
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To. the Jenn Wige of ana 


obligation. I juſt take noticeof it, and ſhall 
aka no further 1 into mm 
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For meat commendeth us not to God: 
for neither if we eat are we the better, nor IG 
if we eat not are we the worſe.” RM” | 


. = For every 3 and 

* nothing to be refuſed, if Rs Dünen with 

* thanſgiv 1 | 
OY” LAW, 
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K xviii. 8415 $ 


Ae the regulations propoſed: Jab chis 
chapter, I ſhall only obſerve, ver 18. 


„Neither ſhalt thou take a wife to her 
« ſiſter, to vex her, to uncover her nakedneſs, 
1 beſides the other! in her life-time, W's SFO 


In the marginal reading i it is, thou ſhalt | 
not take one ww to another. 


| As. this 4 dhe reſtrifion. ot. — * 
with whom marriage is unlawful, the mar- 
ginal reading is certainly probable. I beg 
the learned to conſult every paſſage where the 
word T occurs, and determine its uſual 
and moſt common acceptation. The ſane- 
tion, ver. 29, 1 apprehend will not at all ac- 
cord with the es of the Chriſtian Alpen 
ſation. 


For whoſoever mal _—_ any of theſe 
„ abominations, ſhall be cut off a among 
* their people.“ Ty * 2 e ls 


hoh 
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John vill. 311. | N 

„And the ſcribes and Phariſces 4 | 

2 him a woman taken in adultery; and 
: when 

1 
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(3: 
« when they had ſet her in the midſt, they 
* they ſay unto him, Maſter this woman was 
taken in adultery, in the very act. No 
* Moſes in the law commanded us, that ſuch 
ſhould be ſtoned: but what ſayeſt thou? 
»This they faid, tempting him, that they 
might have to accuſe him. But Jeſus | 
ſtooped down, and with his finger wrote 
2 on the ground, as though he heard them 
® not. So when the continued aſking: him, 
he lifted up himſelf, and ſuid unto * 
He that is without fin among you; let him 
* firſt caſt a ſtone at ber. And again he 
* ſtooped down, and wrote on the ground. 
„And they which heard it being convicted 
» by their on conſcience, ent out one by 
one, beginning at the eldeſt, even unto the 
« Jaſt;; and Jeſus was left alone, and the wo- 
man ſtanding 1 in the midſt. When Jeſus / 
» had lifted up himſelf, and faw none but 
« the woman, he ſaid unto her, W 
where are thoſe thine accuſers? hath nb 
man condemned thee ? She faid, no man, 
Lord. And Jeſus ſaid unto her, neither 
0 I condemn, thee: 89, e hs 
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1. G. vi. 9—11. | 


Know ye not that the unrighteous thall 
not inherit the kingdom of God ? Be not 
* deceived ; neither fornicators, not idola- 
* tors, nor adulterers, or effeminate, nor 
* abuſers of themſelves with mankind, nor 
a thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
9 revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the 
a. of God. And ſuch were ſome of 
you: but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſancti- 
fſied, but ye are juſtified in the name of the 
Lord Win; 


155 


The ne ot the Wen Lev 
xxiv. 16. and of the ſabbath breaker, Numb. 
xv. 36. ſeem” regulations purely Judaical, 
though both of a moral nature, and 
to the gentle and forgiving ſpirit of the * 


pel diſpenſation, | 


The abs given to Bas of 
blood, who ſhould overtake the unhappy, 
but innocent man, who had unintentionally 
lain his neighbour, will never be admitted 
in a code of Chriſtian RS, Levit. xxxvi 


9—28. 
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L X W. 
Lev. xxv; 44446407 0h 
* Both thy bond-men, and thy" bond- 
* maids, which thou ſhalt have; Mull he f 
the heathen that are round about y 
of them ſhall ye buy bond · men and hund. 
« maids. Moreover, of the children of the 
« ſtrangers that do ſojourn among you, of 
them ſhall ye buy, and of their families 
* that are with you, which they begat in 
” your land: and they ſhall. be your poſſe 
ſion. And ye ſhall take them as an inhe- 
* ritance for your children Mter you, to inhe- 
4 ritibem-fora: 8 wy; — 


| This ſtate of ſlavery, * by war or 
purchaſe, entailed for ever on unborn poſte- 
rity, militates againſt the whole tenor of | 
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A 1 r. vi. 9—11. . 
. „Tete ye ng that the unrighteous thall 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
* deceived : neither fornicators, not idola- 
tors, nor adulterers, or effeminate, nor 

* abuſers of themſelves with mankind, nor 
a thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
© revilers, nor extortioners, hall inherit, the 
* kingdom of God. And ſuch were ſome of 
you: but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſancti- 

_ « fied, but ye are juſtified in the name of the 
Word Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God.“ 
The puniſhments of the Blaſphemer, Leu. 
xxiv. 16. and of the ſabbath breaker, Numb. 
xv. 36. ſeem” regulations purely Judaical, 
though both of a moral nature, and 
to the gentle and forgiving PE of the ' gol- 


| pel diſpenfation. 4 


The permiſſion aog given to 1 ale of 
blood, who ſhould overtake tlie unhappy 
but innocent man, who had unintentionall 
flain his neighbour, will never be admitted 
in a code of Chriſtian juſtice, Levit. xxxvi 
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L X W. be: 
Lev. Mv. 4444640 00 
* Both thy bond-men, * wa. 
* maids, which thou ſhalt have; ſſiull he 
the heathen that are round about v 
* of them ſhall ye buy bond · men and hund. 
„ maids. Moreover, of the children of the 
ſtrangers that do ſojourn among you,.'of- 
them ſhall ye buy, and of their families 
* that are with you, which they begat in 
your land: and they ſhall; be your poſſeſ- 
* fion. And ye ſhall take them as an inhe- 
* ritance for your children Mter you, to inhe- 
a nit them fbr n e _ A 


This kate of ſlavery, va by war or 
purchaſe, entailed for ever on unborn poſte- 
rity, militates againſt the whole tenor of | 
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no diſtinction of perſons; and if ſo, that 


82 Ss 
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"Like x. 29. 


# And who is my neigbour Þ* : 
The ſtory 


of the good Samaritan 3503 
ſtrates, that the religion of Jeſus admits of 


that the law of Love, and the law of perpe- 
tual ſervitude, ſtand in diametrical oppoſi- 
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Thou ſhalt not deliver waged maler: 
the ſervant which is eſeaped from his maſ- 
+ ter unto thee. 


4 GOSPEL. 


Romans xiii. "_ 45 
a Render therefore to all 5 an 
by 1 Theſſ. w. 6. | 
That no man defraud his brother in 97 
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ier When 2 W a wife; and 12 


married her, and it com to paſi that ſhe 
n find no favour in his eyes becauſe e hath 


u found ſome; uncleanneſs: in her: then let 
him write her à bill of divorcememt aud 
give it in her hand, andi ſend her out * 


ROOM. | 
* 8. Wy 10+ 2399! 2248h 11 2 its 0 
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| 1 5 Phariſees came # e "a 
» aſked him, Is it lawful for à man to 


„away his wife? ternpting him; And be 
* anſwered and ſaid unto then; What did 

* Moſes command you? And they ſaid, Mo- 
ſes ſuffered to write a bill of divorcement, 


v and to put her away. And Jeſus anſwer- 
ed and ſaid unto them, 'For the hardneſs 
of your heart, he , Jan We ecer 


precepe. 
e fronrthe ber ü 


084 


made them male and female. For this cauſe 
- ſhall a man leave his father and mother, and 
cleave to his wife, And they twain ſhall be 
* ane ſleſh -lothentheyare no more twain, 
but one fleſh, What therefore Gon hath 
» joined together let not man put aſunder. 
And in > & houſe his diſciples aſked him 
again of the ſame matter And he Yaith 
unto them, Whoſoever ſhall put away his 
.- wife, and marry another, - cominitteth 
.* adultery againft her. And if a woman 
ſhall put away her huſband, and be mar- 
.* ried to another, ſhe —— a> i 


Let theſe ſcriptures ſpeak for nies, 
and let the author of Thelyphthora try if 
he can make theſe Jewiſh temporary regula- 
tions, ſpeak the language 8150 e and 


np . 
a 2 55 in hand, with regard 10 Polygamy- 


4 bave Fan 1 the 1 of 
Moſes, and confeſs I have neither | 
command to authoriſe, nor declared per 
ſion to And — ſuch ae That there 
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to dow e in it, I admit. But 
every thing contained in the moſaical ordj= 
nances reſpecting polygamy, evidentiy appears 
to me, merely regulations to prevent the 

evil conſequences which might ariſe from ids 
to the injured party : or Oy INE F 
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* If a man have two wives, one beloved, 
and another hated, and they have born bim 
o children, both the beloved and the hated; 
„ and if the firſt-born ſon be hers that 5 
* hated: Then it ſhall be, when he an. 
* eth his ſons to inherit that which he hath, 
that he may not make the ſon of the be. 
* loved, firſt-born, before the ſon of the 
a hated, which is indeed the firſt-born : But 


_ ſhall acknowledge the fon of the hated 


for the firſt-born, by giving him a double 
portion of all that he hath: for hes the 
beginning of his Arcngth, the right of the 
"" Ne 18 his.“ | 


oe 4" 


The 2 ooh . hath bad nth 
| and takes another, ſhall not be permitted to 


18660) 
facrifice his offspring to his paſſions. The 
right of primogeniture,.and the portion at- 
tendant on it, ſhall belong to the ſon of the 
hated. But is there a ſhadow / of approba- 
tion of polygamy in theſe words, more than 
of the lawfulneſs of bting the wife of his 
boſom ? Injuſtice would naturally, follow 
incontinence, and the beloved ſucceſſor, ſup- | 
plant the children, of her hated rival, 8. is 
therefore- DIA n d 
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n Exovus XII. 10» TIF 
1 Tf be takes another wife, ber food, 5 15 
my and duty of marriage Hall le not dimi. 
Even though ſhe is a ſlave, bought 
| alk his money, | pb eſpouſed to him, the 
mall be protected from oppreſſion or neg- 
ekt. If another is taken to ſupplant her in 
her huſband's affections, ſhe ſhall have all 
mf privileges and dutics of marriage ſecuged 
her, without diminution, , The law, is 
evidently ; in fayour of the injured ſlave, not 
an appfobation of the huſband who turns 
from her to another, | 25 


FT) 

5 % bs, : 2 
4 - 

o G = 


There is one text fo 3 repeated, 0 . 

nuouſly urged, and ſuppoſed ſo concluſive, 
by the author of Thelyphthora, that I con- 
feſt] was furprized to find the total eppo- 


n ſition 


| N 87 9 DS 
ſidtion in which it ſtands to the fact, its fo 

weariſome repetition means to prove. That 
carnal knowledge conſtitutes the eſſence, 
and all that is needful to render 
compleat that from this moment it is in- 
diſſoluble that herein a married man is 
equally bound with an unmarried, and is to 
take the virgin he has lain with that be hath 
. bumbled her, be —"_ OT _— 
days of bis ht e. 


Theſe are the confident affections, and the 
ſupports of that impure treatiſe, Thelypthdra, 
built on miſtaken interpretation. Let us 


conſider what Moſes advances on the ſubjeft, 


— DE u r. 'xxii. 28, 29. 
21 a man find a damſel that is a virgin, 

which is not betrothed, and lay hold on 
” her, and lie with her, and they be found; © 
Then the man that lay with her, ſhall give 
* unto the damſel's father fifty 


ſhekles of- 


- ſilver, and ſhe ſhall be his wife, becauſe _ 


- he hath humbled her, N = put ber 
* away all his days. 


H Though 
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"han I might fs chmod fit: 
1 aſſertion, that man here, though a 
general term, comprehends the married as 
well ſingle, yet admit all that is aſked, and 
ſuppoſe it a married man. There are two 
things, without which, though the fact was 

committed, the Os to e. tol- 
lowed not. | | 28% 
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1. She muſt be @ virgin. Though a Jew 
might have a criterion to determine this mat- 
ter, J apprehend the difficulties of demon- 
ſtrating the fact would leave oy Chriſtin 
debauchee perfectly at liberty. 


2. If they be found, a material point but 
wiſely omitted by the author of Thelyhpthora, 
for ſo long as the offence was not public, but 
the intrigue managed i in private, no inter- 
courſe ſeems to have yet conſtituted the wo- 
man his, wife, | It was when the fact became 
known, her character was blaſted and her 
future proviſion gone, that the law * 
ed to oblige the ſeducer to make her all 
feparation in her power, and puniſhed 

y an obligation never to divorce her, 79 — 
it is natural to ſuppole he would not have 
— to have done, as the marriage follow - 
<Q. 


A 
1 
5 
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( % 
ed from a detection of that which h esd | 
ed to conceal, and a magiſterial compulſion 
he could not avoid. For few, I believe, by 
choice would make thoſe their wives, whom 
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e 16, 17. | 


And if a man entice a maid that is ah | 
* betrothed, and lie with her; he ſhall ſurely 

* endow her to' be his wife. If her father 
* utterly refuſe to give her unto him, he 
* ſhall pay money according * * * 5 
* of virgin“. | 


| The author by endeavouring to explain 
the Hebrew particle if, in a ſenſe Which 
ninety nine times in a hundred it cannot 
bear, has ſuppoſed that the father's conſent 
was not at all neceſſary to the marriage, con- 
trary to the whole tenor of the context, as 
well as the moſaical ordinances of parental 
authority. Such a cauſe required, a ſubter- 
fuge ſo low, and a criticiſm” ſ6 deſpicable: 
Indeed the text militated againſt theunthor's 
whole ſyſtem, and mult be eluded. r 
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The fact is clear, notwithſtanding the ſe- 
ducer had prevailed with the daughter with- 
ou: the father's conſent, there was no mar- 
riage. He might not only refuſe ; but no 
doubt often did, to couple his unhappy child 
to ſuch a profligate for life, and rather con- 
tented himſelf with the damages which the 
law gave him, as ſome compenſation for the 
injury, he had received, than expoſe her to 
the miſeries of being hated and ill-uſed, all 
the days of her life, eee 


” 1 n — * 1 . 


D u r. xxi. 10.— 14. 


When thou goeſt forth to war againſt 
» thine enemies, and the Lorp thy Gop hath 
u delivered them into thine hands, and thou 

® haſt taken them captive, And ſeeſt among 
the captives a beautiful woman, and haſt a 
© defire unto her, that thou wouldſt have 
” her to thy wife: Then thou ſhalt bring 


her home to thine houſe, and ſhe ſhall ,. 


« ſhave her head, and pare her nails. And 
ſhe ſhall put the raiment of her captivity 
from off her, and ſhall remain in thine 
» houſe, and bewail her father and her mo- 
tber a full month: and after that, thou 


(92, ).. 
* ſhalt go in unto her, and be her huſband, 
and ſhe ſhall be thy wife. And it ſhall be, 
. if thou haye no delight in her, then thou 
* ſhalt let her go whither ſhe will, but thou 
* ſhalt not ſell her at all for money, thou, 
» ſhalt not make merchandiſe of * becauſe 
* thou. haſt Harald, her“. 
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"Ai captive * che en be 8 
on any caprice, or ſatiety, and the marfiage 
diſſolved at the humour of the 
ber freedom being ſtipulated as the- Price, ie 
the injury done her. Nor is this peculiar 
to a. heatken. captive, the handmaid of I 


rad e e me een is 
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3. 41 ego 211,26 11547 26 ef abun "wor ion 
41s Ni E p. gel. C6 Lemme 
And if a man ſell eben du boa 
» maid- ſervant, ſne ſhalb mot go dt as the 
men- ſervants do. If the pleaſe not her maſ- 
ter, who hath bettthed her to himſelf, 
hen ſhall he let bet Be redeemed; To fell 
ber unto a ſtrange natien he falt have n 
« power, ſeeing he hath dealt deceitfully wich 
het. And if he have betrothed heruntohis 
| * ſon, * gh „ te man- 
. Th H 3 r "ne 
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® ner of daughters. It he t take him another 
® wiſe ; her food, her raiment, and her duty 
„of marriage ſhall he not diminiſh, And 

* if he do not theſe three unto her, ben ſhall 
i * ſhe 8⁰ out free without money! 8 * 
So far ee from the maln ass ti 
indiſſoluble, and the mere knowledge a bond 
or life, (the caſe of adultery excepted.) 
the Jewif omen who were ſold, and mar- 
ried were ſubject to'diftniffion merely at the 
huſb and 's plealure Is it poſſible to produce 
Fee + fore coifuſive againtt the ſcheme 
of Tdh phate, 68 ea We rice] fuller de- 
; "x 611 of 'the Aifference between theſe 
maſaical ordinances of marriage, and its ori- 


ginal W as well as the goſpel pre- 
cepts? cam ſuefr practise poſſibly ſubſiſt with 
any idra of true chriſtianity, or 8 
diſſolubihty of the marriage bond 


Ae 1811 4 It S165; iQ S011 1 sin. 1509 K | "= 


Weide firthinadd;7that the kitonJedes 


contendet for, 38 the eaſſence of marriage 


was in no wie neseſſary to render it com- 
Pleat and valid, if ve may believs the, teſti- 
mony of an angel. Mags. i, 200 Fear not 


* tortakt . unta thee Mary ty ae: When 


itũs evident, ver. 25, # Joſeph knew her not.” 


6 
And the "puniſhment inflicted en the man 
who ſeduced, as well as the hetrothed Wir- 
gin who conſented; Daut. xxl. 23 ſhewsy 
1. That before any union, of perſom the he 
trothed virgin was bis neighbour's wife, ver. 
24. And 2dly, the firſt knowledge of ſuch 
a virgin by the ſeducer, ſo far from couſti- 


| tuting marriage, was conſidered and {puniſh | 


as adultery, ng. 
90113 i : Se 6 an 19142607010 2100 

I deſire alſd that it tat be examined; if 
throughout the ſcripture, Previous to pers 
fonat * outward nototiety is not 
obſervable in \ every © marriage.” I'contend 
not for particular ths Ach lefs for” 56. 
piſh ablurdites, ; ſuffice it to ſhow that 


theſe | preceded betrothing - eſponſals the 


aſking confent of thefe whe Had aithority 
over feng woman—preſents, or the like, ma- 


before 


tin the intention of the s 
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As the ordinances of Moſes appear Ce 
trary to the principles of Thelyphthora, and 
| ©.  IncomPpa» 


: 


(94) 
incompatible with the axioms therein eſta- 
bliſhed, I proceed to the laſt part of the ſcrip- 
tures to beconſidered ; the prophetical writ- 
ings, the book of Job, and Proverbs. | 


The practices of Job's day and country, 
appears to have been agreeable to the origi- 
nal inſtitution of marriage. Job had but 
one wife, and though few perhaps ever had 
more provocation from a wife: he enter- 
tained no thought gf another; I made a cove- 
nant with mine eyes: why then ſhould I think 
upon @ maid, chap. 3.1. But what proof of 
purity could this have been, if he might 
lawfully have taken as many 9 as he 
pleaſed?ꝰ 


* 0 


© Though i in his lauer = Solomon depart- 
ed from Goo, his days of inen ſpeak 
the ſtrongeſt language of Purity. 
with the wiſe of thy youh, let her, breaſt 
ſatisfy thee at all times, and be thou always 
raviſhed with ber love.” Prov. 1. 18. 19.. 
How this is compatible with polygamy, I 
ſee not. If at all times the wiſe of youth 
muſt ſatisfy, and ber love be che conſtanf 

delight of her huſband. A 15 


(9s). 
P R OV. wh. 22. e 


* Whoſo findeth a wife findeth a ie 
and obtaineth favour of the Lord. Ai. 
' 13. The contentionsof @ wiſt are a conti- 
nual dropping. 1. 14. A prudent wife is 
from the Lord. chap. xxxi. ver. 3. Give not 
thy ſtrength unto women.“ ver. 10. Who 
can find a virtuous woman for her price, is 
far above rubies, the heart of her huſband dath 
ſafely tru in ber: The whole of the Paſ- 
ſage deſerves attention and contains through- 
out, the idea of the huſband of one wife 
—one houſehold under her care,—one fa» 
mily of children, ver. 28. and all thedomeſ- 
tic concerns, manages IVE. Den 
and ſucceſs. - | | 
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The preacher's language isalloin expreſs f 
e herewith... Eccles. ix. 9. 
live joy fully with the wiſe "wow thou lovefl, 
all the days of the life of thy yams! 


- Thiah appears to be the huſband of one 
wile, Iſs. vii. 3; and ſpeaks of the young 
man marrying a virgin, and the bridegroom 
66... „ — 8. as 4 


( 96 ) 
| figure of Gop's peculiar and diſtinguiſhing 
love of the daughter of Zion. | 


1587 far the ſuppoſed allowarice of 'Poly- 
| gamy contributed to purily the morals, and 
to reſtrain the incontinence of the. Jews 

that noble effect which the author of The- 
lypthora pleads muſt flow from admitting 
his principles, the Prophet Jeremiah awfully 
declares, chap. v. 7. They aſſembled themſelves 
by 'TRoors in the barks bouſes, they were as 
fed horſes in the morning, EVERY ONE. neighed 
after his neighbours wife; words cannot be 
ſtronger, and more emphatical. When 1judg- 
ment is threatned, chap. vi. 11. even the 
huſband with 4% wife ſhall be taken, and 
when Gop ſpeaks of his people, EY the wife 
of his boſom, he ſays chap. xii. 7. 1 have 
forſaken mine houſe, I have left, mine heritage, 


Thave® given the dearly beloved 'of 7 my foul i inte 
* e are anten. PE 
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In the — the TY 
ments the prophet is forbid the comforts 
of marriage. Thou ſbalt not: take ibes wire 
either ſhalt thau baue ſons 2 in 
this place. 


Yere- 


RE 
DOE. 973 ACE aa: Zuilis; SLES g ode 
| Jerk, XXIN. 6. nen dais 
Heir n for your fem, and give your 
daughter; to buſbands. Univerſally here one 


term is plural its correſponding one is plural, 
as LEN ee it is lingular. 
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"ow erk. xiv. 2 e 


Enekiel i is appointed a8 à ſign to the Jewiſh 
people, 1 take away from:thee, ſays Gon, .the 
 defire of their eyes with a firoke, yet neithen 
ſhalt thou mourn nor weep. ver. 13. Jo 1.ſpake 
unto the people in \the mornings and at evening 
my wife died, and 1 did in the morning as I an 
commanded. The utter deſtruckion of. t 
Jewiſh — is thus repreſeaced to them. 
It Ezekiel had mor waves, the fign could not 


have correſj pond with the prophecy. . 
7825 / ol 87 23 
Hoſea for à 01 15 ee Wha - 


rr 'of uber tum, in token of Gens thil 


maintaining the relation of à huſband te 
Iſrael notwithſtanding cheir abominations. 


chap. i, i and again, Nut cal! me N. 

chap, x. ven. 16. Gon among other crime 
charges thedd t ſeparutel with, whores ani 
ac with 1 4 Hof, iv. 14. anevts 
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(; 98. ) 
| dence of the prevailing impurity of the land, | 
which neither Polygamy, nor divorce had 
any tendency to remove. but the very con- 
n | | | 
| FER Fy 0 EL i. 8. | 

Lament like a VIRGIN ethded with Sackeles, 


fer the huſband of ber youth. Though a virgin 
ſhe'had an huſband : the relation was com- 
pleat; yy the FO was not e N 


Nes 


MED? Anos vii. 86. 
th wife ſhall be an barke. There i is men- 
| tion but of one wie of Amazigh. 


* 
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8 "MAY: It. 14, 1 | 
Vet ye . "Wherefore ? Becauſe the 
Lord hath: been witneſs, between thee and 
# the wife, of thy youth, againſt whom thou 
* haſt dealt treacherouſly : yet is ſhe. thy 
. companion, and the wife of thy covenant. 
And did he not make one? yet had he the 
1 reſidue of the ſpirit: and wherefore one? 
chat he might ſeek a godly ſeed: therefore | 
take heed to your ſpirit, and let none deal 


| Es againſt the wife of his youth.“ 
16 


8 (99) | 
I cloſe the prophetic teſtimony. with this 
remarkable ſcripture. Whether the inter» 
pretation given by the author of Thelyph- 
| thora, or that of all preceding expoſitors and 
critics, ſhould have the greateſt weight, I 
leave thoſe who are real judges to determine. 
The unlearned, who muſt depend upon the 
fidelity, the integrity, and the learning af 
thoſe to whom they are indebted, for render- 
ing the original ſcriptures into their native 
tongues, have only to coriſider, whether the 
ideas of one man, who hath an hypotheſis 
to ſupport, are of equal weight with our 
tranſlators of the Bible, and to be admitted 
in oppoſition to all the wiſdom and critical 
{kill, and truth of every commentator on the 
Bible, of any name, for e hundred 


years. 


I have 8 and with gaelty en- 
ned the prophets, and have not found either 
permiſſion or approbation of Polygamy, 
through all their writings... Tbe texts I 
have quoted from them will, I. hope, be 
thought to ſpeak a different language, and 
whatever might be the practice of the kings 
ieee of Godthrough- 


100 
e e who had ave 
TO e Ste ideen 

8 If v4 03:4 now! 

b 8 in\the-time of our 
Lord;' we have-no trace,” not evidence of any 
ſuch practice being to be found among the 
Jews; nor do I recollect in any of the books 
which have come within the compaſs of my 
reading, that after the Babyloniſh captivity 
Polygamy was admitted, however mann 
| divorce n 9140 | 


As the aer is ande to . ſeriptures of 
truth, I hope what hath been offered will be 
attentively conſigzzed, and that the reader 
will again return. to the firſt ſection, and ſe- 

riouſly weigh the evidence of Chriſt and his 
apoſtics and the Lord open bis under landing, 
fo . the 9 


I ſhall cloſe my i. & bs: enter 
not into the proportion of men and women, 
and the ruinous conſequences of admitting 

Polygamy - the confuſion it mult cauſe, in 
the world. - the diſturbance of the peace f 
every family, which the ſlighteſt knowledge 
of the human heart cannot but foreſee I 


TRE indeed, enlarge i in juſt defence of Te- 
| male 


” 


l ff body excepted, in w-hothing 
infertor to the men. {If 3 
ver intended in the law of creation 1 be Gold © 
as cattle, treated au ſlaves; or \comfined! as. 
priſoners, to miniſter 40 the lawleſs pa. 
Bons of tyrants, the field would be wide, and 
arguments ruſh ow my view. Whatever 
may be the experience of ſome, I hope the 
generality of my gountrymen will not regard 
the union with the partner of their boſom 
as a bondage, according to the ideas of the 
author of Thelyphthora, equal to grinding 
in Mala Afinaria; and I may venture to 
affirm, where ſuch unhappineſs is found be- 
tween a married pair, to once that it originates 
from the ill- humour, or ill · behaviour of the 
wife, it ten times oftener ſprings from the 
incontinence, fickleneſs, brutality, or intem- 
L of the huſband: and uſually the 
ill humour complained of, is ſolely 

the effect of a ſeries of ill "> Tights, or 


infidelicy. 


But 1 hve done, the FROM 1 is made 
to Gop's word. To the law, and to the 


teſtimony. For I teſtify ut unto every man 


” 
|  * that 
* 4 1 


A rthat 4 Written in this book; 1 
ö man ſhalt tale away from the — of * 
2 book of this prophecy, God ſhall take 

away his part out of the hook of life, and 
out of the holy city, and from the things 
1 Wb ek 2s & 
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